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View from the Helm
I think this piece might be better named ‘view from
my house’; it is certainly not the article I expected to
start writing on the day the clocks went forward.
Normally this is the day when the season starts to
feel properly tangible for me: the almanac on the
kitchen table with the promise of a long Easter
weekend in Bembridge, or this year, now I’m part of
the Firefly swarm, some Easter mini-series racing.
But our Club is about so much more than the sailing,
it’s about us as a community. Will Parrett, Firefly
Fleet captain put a post on Facebook about the very
last sail before the current restrictions came into force that expresses this really well
and he’s kindly agreed to allow me to reproduce it in this publication. I think it says it
a lot about what sailing clubs, and Dell Quay in particular, are about. That ‘Dell Quay
feeling’ also shines through in Jim McAuslan’s article on running the galley and in other
articles in this edition of Quay News.
But the Club being closed doesn’t mean the management of the Club has stopped.
The GC and the other Committees are continuing to ‘meet’ over Skype to make sure
we keep moving forward on the things we can keep moving. And Covid-19 didn’t stop
our winter programme or some early season sailing from the dinghy fleet. It hasn’t
even stopped a couple of Victoria sailors getting their fix in other ways. All of this and
more, including how our very own Hillary Harvey became i14 World Champion, is
covered in this edition of Quay News. I hope you enjoy it.
As you would expect, the GC have been mainly occupied during this time by trying to
keep up with the changing government guidance on Covid-19 and what it means for
us. I hope you feel that we’ve kept you well informed as the crisis has unfolded. All
updates on the Covid-19 crisis will continue to be on the website, so please check
there at regular intervals, and we will also endeavour to issue an eNews at the same
time as any change. One thing that is certain is that we will eventually come out of this
and we will keep the situation under review so that we are ready to get back to the
sailing we love at the earliest opportunity; currently we have only postponed events up
to the end of April, but it is constantly under review. All I can say is, here’s to a long,
hot, late summer so we can make the most of being on the water!
Finally, I want to specifically acknowledge all of our members who work in the NHS,
other emergency services, food retail and all the other services that are doing such an
amazing job in such difficult circumstances. We really do appreciate and admire you;
thank you.
Ben
Commodore, DQSC
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A few of us sailed today….and the weather was
great – a solid Force 4 from the North.
We stood at least 3m apart…and we didn’t shake
hands, pat backs or help each other with that
awkward wetsuit zip. We arrived changed – there
was no pre-race banter in the changing rooms to be
had.
We didn’t cast eyes over each other’s boats and talk
about the modifications we’d made over the winter.
We didn’t chat with the Race Officer and other
competitors over a cup of tea before the start.
We didn’t help each other pull our boats or get cajoled
into hauling out a rescue boat. The kids didn’t wrestle
in the dinghy park or go crabbing from the pontoon or
get a Mars bar from the galley.
We didn’t bask in the sun or on the terrace or say yes
to another post-race beer whilst the wife wasn’t
watching.
We came, we sailed, we went and in doing so
realised that the sailing itself is merely a piece in the
jigsaw of club racing. It’s the people, the social
interactions and the community that makes a club
what it is.
So let’s hope we can pick up where we left off when
these crazy times are over…I for one won’t be taking
any of the above for granted in the future.”
Will Parrett

Working Weekends get
the Job Done
17 Situations Vacant
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On the water....
Rear Commodore Sailing,
Mark Harper, reflects on the
start of the season
Well, as I started to pen this article for the first
Quay News of the year, the 2020 RYA Dinghy
Show had just closed, and we have since learned
that this will be the last RYA Dinghy Show at Alexandra Palace for a few years, as the
building is to be restored. Next year it will be at Farnborough IEC, just over 1 hour from
DQSC. Worth a visit if you have not attended for a few years. The annual RYA Dinghy
Show marks the start of the Dinghy Season in the UK. Our first DQSC event of the
new 2020 season was the early ‘Breakfast Breeze’ race on the 7th March – 9 boats
ventured out and enjoyed a pleasant F3 breeze from the south west.
Let’s hope that soon, after the series of winter gales and the current Covid-19 crisis is
over we can all take off our covers and get on the water - and maybe give the grass in
our berths its first cut of the year. In the meantime, don’t forget to renew the boat
insurance, and your harbour dues! I would also encourage you to join your relevant
class association and the RYA.
As part of the annual dinghy show the RYA publish the eagerly awaited latest
‘Portsmouth Number List 2020’ which are used to calculate our handicap race results,
such as the Breakfast Breeze & Longmore series which started on the 8th March. Dell
Quay SC, for the last 3 years, has been submitting its handicap race results which are
added to the RYA National handicap database. For more information on the race
results submitted by Dell Quay SC, please review the RYA online web site at:
www.pyonline.org.uk
A new version of the HAL results software will be installed to allow for the latest
changes. As for the new 2020 Handicap Portsmouth numbers, I can report no
surprises or big changes. Interesting to see at club level, the Laser and the Solo are
way ahead in the number of participation races they compete in for the UK.
Nationally, the trend in people sailing single handers continues, but Dell Quay has
been bucking this trend in the last 18 months with its recruitment of its growing Firefly
fleet led by enthusiastic Fleet Captain Will Parrett, who is also our Principle Race
Officer for 2020.
Important dates for your 2020 racing calendar [correct at time of publication –
may be subject to change]
27/06/2020
04/07/2020
17/08/2020
05/09/2020
03/10/2020

Saturday
Saturday
Mon-Fri
Saturday
Saturday

DQSC Regatta
Bass Cup 1,2,3 - Hosted by DQSC
Chichester Harbour Race week. HISC
DQSC Optimist Open [tbc]
DQSC Solo Open [tbc]

I also have to mention the 2020 Chichester Harbour Race Week, run by the Chichester
Harbour Federation. This is an annual dinghy sailing Regatta that takes place at
Hayling Island Sailing Club (HISC) 17th - 21st August and is consistently one of the
most well attended open regattas in the country. It has fleet/class racing for the
Aero7 & Laser, Medium Handicap, Solo, Radial & 4.7, RS Feva, Slow Handicap, and
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RS Tera Sport to name but a few. It is one race a day in the harbour, with a
committee boat start, and a race duration of just over an hour. More details can be
found here: chichesterharbourraceweek.sailevent.net
Finally, as your elected Rear Commander Sailing, I am very proud to be a member of
DQSC, and to represent all sailing activities we do. I attended a number of Solo open
meetings both locally and abroad last year and all fellow competitors I meet have
only good experiences of our club if they happen to have visited DQSC in the past.
Thanks must also go to all the hard-working members both regular members and the
Sailing committee for all their time and efforts in supporting the club so far this year.
And to sum up, some thoughts on the current state of our sport: Let’s work together
to keep it affordable, keep it competitive, and keep bringing new blood into the sport
like our current DQSC Firefly class in the form of novice crews.
Mark Harper
Rear Commodore Sailing

INTRODUCING OUR VOLUNTEERS - John ‘JR’ Rogerson, Duty Coordinator
Growing up in Auckland, New Zealand I started dinghy sailing as a kid on
the Tamaki estuary and on the Coromandel, and later as a Sea Scout in
cutters. I relocated to England in the 80's and picked up dinghy sailing
again with the purchase of a Tinker Star Traveller in 2001. I race this very
unsuccessfully at different venues around the country as a member of the
peripatetic Tinker Class Owners Association. A few years ago after
considering many clubs along the South Coast, I joined DQSC. I have a
Comet Duo at Dell Quay which to my shame hardly ever sees the water.
With 43 years IT development experience behind me I decided to retire
in June last year, and then unretired in March this year. I volunteered as
DQSC Duty Coordinator when my ducking reflex did not kick in fast
enough when Sue Nash floated the idea last year during a Friday on the
Quay, but I have to say it's proving an interesting role

The Handicap class at DQSC
The Handicap Fleet at DQSC is a group of boats who are defined more by what they
are not, rather than what they are. They are members who do not race Solos or
Fireflies and some are not always serious racers, but they are members who do not
feel that just pottering around the harbour is sufficient use of their craft. However,
they are a great bunch, who do have one thing in common they enjoy their racing
and always welcome others to join them on the water. The handicap class has had
some successes, one being the increased number of RS400s in the club. The
challenge has always been getting them on the water at the same time.
There is opportunity for the class this year with the very competitive Fireflies having
their own Trophy series (Early and Late series) and leaving some space at the front
of the Handicap fleet. A concerted effort to attend those Trophy races will give a
chance for some new faces to be at the top of the results.
Rob Corfield, Fleet Captain
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Fireflies Swarm at DQSC!
After a long period of absence, the Firefly fleet has blown off the cobwebs and made
its way back to Dell Quay SC. Led by a group of sailors who are old enough to
remember the glory days yet young enough to party with the best of them, they are
pulling boats from barns, slapping on the varnish and championing the cause for
double handed class racing.
Our goal is a simple one - competitive
racing, reasonably priced boats, a family
friendly atmosphere & post-race beer(s).
In 10 months, they have gone from 0 to 15
boats! If you want to join the class drop us
a line - they are a welcoming bunch and as
far as they are concerned the more the
better. Because class racing is the only
racing. [Rob Corfield may have something
to say about that – Ed]
The winter has seen owners working hard on their boats getting them ready for the
water, with the club workshop being used to its full potential for a number of weeks. 3
boats have been through the workshop in total, with Shaun Pollard, Tim Boon and
Mark Moranne each doing a splendid job of painting and varnishing (photo of F2103
‘Scallywag’ with its first coat of varnish – Photo courtesy of
Mark Moranne).
The start of the season for us was due to be the 22nd of March
– a date many of us had been working towards with 8 boats
on the start list. Sadly, we never got that far and Longmore 2
on the 14th was the closest we got to fleet racing.
Of the 17 entrants, we had 5 Fireflies which included current
I14 World Champion Harvey Hillary [see later in this edition!]
and former World Champion Martin Jones. Three of the boats
were racing with crews under the age of 8, one with an adult
novice crew and one as a husband and wife – it all felt like
proper club racing and was great to be part of.
It was a fantastic prequel to what should have been ahead of us this season so it’s a
tremendous shame that circumstances have put us where we are. But racing will wait
– in the meantime, we wish our fellow DQSC members the very best and look
forward to seeing you again on the water as soon as we can.
Cheers,
Will Parrett, Fleet Captain

Dell Quay Sail wear
A full range of sail wear bearing the Dell Quay Logo is available via the
Sailing Wear image on the Club homepage. The selection includes
polo shirts, sports caps and hoodies - all very reasonable priced
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The Solo class at DQSC
The last few months have seen a right battering of rain, wind and storms and we now
live in the most extraordinary crisis for a generation. But with the evenings getting
lighter and the prospect of calmer weather ahead, the Solo fleet are 100% ready for
when the season restarts at Dell Quay.
Racing last year was very competitive right across the fleet. Everyone had their
battles, victories and losses(!) and there has been plenty of pre-season chat about
who’s going to be beating who in 2020. Towards the end of last year some new boats
and kit arrived in the dinghy park (plenty of sucking air across the teeth), and we saw
some new (and in some cases familiar) faces join the fleet. Over the coming weeks
and months, we’ll see how 2020 turns out, but one thing is certain – it’s going to be
another competitive year!
For those of you not familiar with the Solo, it’s a classic, one-design, single handed
dinghy that was designed by Jack Holt in 1956. Originally designed in wood, most
modern boats are plastic. They are a pleasure to sail; quick, responsive, sometimes
forgiving, and very popular.
At Dell Quay we have got 20+ Solos and a friendly fleet of Solo helms. We also host
one of the most popular Solo open meetings on the circuit which draws visitors from
across the country. This year’s Open is currently being rescheduled so watch this
space – warm breezes and sunshine guaranteed!
Simon Verrall, Class Captain
Anyone considering joining the Solo fleet at Dell Quay should talk with Solo class
captain Simon Verrall. You can reach him by email at simon@beptongrange.com or
WhatsApp, txt or old-fashioned phone calls on 07909 911166.
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Junior Events 2020
Once we get restarted, we will be running junior training sessions throughout the rest
of the sailing season. So, if you would like to practise, improve or complete an RYA
stage, please book up. We will be limiting the sessions to 12 sailors, in two groups
depending on sailing experience. Please book up via the website. Junior page. The
remaining dates are 7th June @ 1200, 4th July @ 1000, and 26th July @ 1600.
Finally, we have race training sessions to help you get ready for the West Sussex
Schools Regatta. We aim to have two groups: one for beginners and one for those
who have raced before; the date is the 6th September @ 1300. The West Sussex
Schools Regatta is followed by the weekend at Cobnor. Of course, you can join any
of the junior racing on at the club and there is no need to sign up in advance for
these races.
We also still hope to run our ever-popular Junior Week and two school summer
holiday training sessions too.
We finish with a Junior Halloween party, guaranteed to be a scream!
Please ask your parents to sign you up for these events, it would be great to see as
many as possible of you on the water!
Hilary Sparkes, Junior Coordinator

Stand Up Paddle-Boarding Group
Are you interested in paddle boarding? Do you own your own board, or are
you thinking of making the purchase?
Then, despite being land locked at the moment, I hope you will consider joining our
new DQ SUP WhatsApp group. Dell Quay is a perfect paddling setting, with the
floating club pontoon making launch and retrieval nice and easy, a choice of
destinations, either Fishbourne creek, Chichester marina or further afield. It is a
great opportunity to explore the beautiful harbour at close range, whether to enjoy the
views, spot the bird life or simply to enjoy being close to the water.
When restrictions allow it, we plan to paddle in the evenings, with a couple of outings
per month. We can decide nearer the time whether we bring a picnic to share on the
balcony, or venture to Chichester marina for a drink! Kayakers are most welcome to
join us too!
We had some dates scheduled for April but expect they will not proceed. But please
do pencil in Thursday 14th May 6pm and Monday 1st June 6pm.
Email me at rchouse@dellquaysc.co.uk with your mobile number to be added to the
group.
Once we are back on the water, if you paddle at other times and are looking for
company, you can use the group to connect with other paddlers!
I’m really looking forward to getting back on the water, we are so fortunate to have
such a beautiful harbour and club.
Sarah Eggleton
Quay News April 2020
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Chasing a dream - International 14 Worlds
My first thought as I walked through the boat park at the Perth Dinghy Club was how
much the club reminded me of Dell Quay. A small, members’ run club at the top of an
estuary. Ok, the River Lavant may not be the Swan River and Perth City is a mighty
backdrop. My point is the two clubs share the same heart.
During my first period as a club member, I idolised Steve Culprit and Mo Gray who
sailed an i14 at the club and held a prominent position at the Bar. I was an
impressionable 14-year-old then and sailed with Gordon Barclay’s son James in a
420. Mo went on to partner Charles Stanley to win the i14 Worlds in 1997 in San
Francisco. Fast forward 23 years and I find myself fulfilling a lifelong ambition to win
the i14 World championship with help of my helm Archie Massey.
Perth is an incredible venue. The cold southern pacific hits Western Australia and
creates the mother of all sea breezes, the Perth Doctor. Journey upriver from
Freemantle and reach a sheltered sailing area, with a wonderful history for skiff
racing. The i14 can trace its roots
in Perth back to 1903 when early
colonials raced three-up in the gaff
rigged 14-foot dinghy. Today the
club has a thriving fleet with local
boy ‘Brad Devine’ leading the
charge.
Archie and I arrived confident of a
podium, but we had been plagued
by gear failure all season. For, the
Worlds, we had been given time
off from the family to “stop
messing around and bring home
the trophy”. I can’t emphasis how much difference that made. Archie and I travelled
to Australia on Christmas Day and set about a week of dedicated equipment
preparation, tuning and race-course recognisance. On a normal day in Perth the sea
breeze kicks in about 13:00 and steadily builds to its peak around 16:00, known
locally as ‘Brad o’clock’. Our aim was to be fast in 16-20kts and have solid boat
handling up to 25kts. Its always exciting during pre-event training as you get a feel
for how people are going and have the opportunity to lay down a marker. Over the
first couple of days, it became clear that we were fast and getting faster. Our main
adversaries (Neale Jones and Ed Fitzgerald, Itchenor SC) on the other hand were
struggling to find a high wind - flat water set up and that was starting to affect their
confidence.
Our plan for the regattas was to place a big emphasis on pre-start tuning and to
identify wind bends, pitch points and lay lines on the course area. From race 1, this
approach worked an over the first five races we put together a shoreline of 1,2,1,1,2.
We had had conditions from 12kts to 28kt, the regatta was coming to us, and Archie
and I continued to be incredibly relaxed and loving the sailing. This is a really
important point to get across and it’s something that aspiring young sailors and
professionals lose sight of. We were sailing in one of the best dinghy venues in the
World, loving the ‘banter’ with the locals and making the most of the after sailing
beers in the club house. That’s why we sail!
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As we reached the pointy end of the championship, we needed a 6th place or better in
the final two races with Dan Holman and Alex Knight needing to win both. For the 6th
race we took a conservative approach and it bit us in the arse. We changed our prestart routine and were thinking about a top 6 and not a top 2. During the pre-start,
Neale and Ed caught us napping and hooked us for a 360 penalty. We offloaded and
started the chase.
Incredibly we rounded in the top 10 and by the
second lap were in a championship winning
position. By this time the Doctor was in full swing
and top end for i14 racing. This brought 3 Aussie
boats into the mix plus the defending World
Champions, Andy & Tom Partington, who were
going well. Dan was in a winning position, so we
had to finish 6th or better. We crossed the finish
line 5th and took the title with a race to spare.
Epilogue – Having underperformed at the last
three worlds with Archie, there was monkey on
my shoulder, and I had expected a huge sense
of elation to win the title. The night we won, we
had a quiet BBQ with the rest of the Brits who
still had to focus on the final race. Archie and I
discussed if we should sail the last race as we did not want to impact on the others,
racing for the podium. The void was then filled with realisation that “yes we sail,
sailing is what we love to do and getting another opportunity to race in Perth waters
was too good to miss”. That epiphany is a great note to finish on, we don’t race to
win, we race because we love to compete, to be challenged by the boat, the
conditions and the competition.
Now, time to get back to DQSC and the Firefly.
Hillary Harvey

INTRODUCING OUR VOLUNTEERS - Piers Chamberlain, General Committee and Principal Duty
Officer
Piers will be known to many of you as he has been a member of Dell Quay
since the 1970s (we won’t say which one of the 1970s!). Piers has a Royal
Naval background having served for 22 years, he is now a Civil Servant
working for the Royal Navy producing regulations/policy with an aviation bias.
For many years Piers was Dell Quay’s Honorary Secretary, and now as a
General Committee member he has a continuing responsibility for preparing
policies for DQSC that reflect the ever-changing compliance requirements.
Predominately a cruising member Piers also organises the annual Lift Out/In of
the cruisers. This year, he has taken up the mantel of Principal Duty Officer
and brings to it his unique encyclopaedic knowledge of the Club and the
policies/procedures that affect the Duty Officer. There are not many questions
about Dell Quay that can’t be answered by Piers.
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All pull together: Dell Quay goes rowing for 2020
season!
In keeping with the RYA policy of encouraging sailing clubs to diversify their water

sports offering, last winter the General Committee approved the acquisition of a fine
new coastal rowing boat for the club. At the end of May, only a few weeks away now,
the construction of the Dale Celtic Longboat in Air Force Blue livery will be nearing
completion. We won’t be able to collect the boat until Covid-19 restrictions are lifted,
but the boat builder has agreed to store it for
us.
Coastal rowing boats are proving very popular
in Chichester Harbour and further afield.
Rowing these boats is an inclusive activity
suitable for all. Whether you have rowed
before or not, whether you are fit or unfit, older
or younger, able bodied or less so, rowing is
open to you to try. Some members may have
seen the Itchenor SC Celtic Longboat coming
up to our club for a visit over the last two
years. Bosham has a St Ayles skiff rowing
boat and there are other clubs around the harbour with rowing boats of various kinds.
We chose the Celtic Longboat for its GRP construction, low maintenance and ease of
use. The boat is about 24 feet long (7.7m) and about 5 foot (1.5m) on the beam. It
weighs about 320 lbs (145kg). It can be carried easily by its crew.
There is a lot you can do with a rowing boat. You can row all year round and in almost
all weathers. Previous experience is NOT needed and we will be encouraging as many
people as possible in the club to give it a go. There will be casual
outings to row up and down to CYC, longer outings down to East
Head with dinghy cruisers and there will be racing at Dell Quay
regatta and elsewhere. Teenagers are especially welcome –
rowing is a great way to keep fit and we will need some strong
young rowers as well as some older hands to compete with our
harbour neighbours!
It will be up to club members to make the most of this great new
opportunity. There will be an immediate need for training for
coxes. Rowing is very safe but we must have a cadre of coxes
trained to take the boat out and capable of helping club members
learn to row. We have about 40 keen rowing members signed up to the rowing email
group. Once Covid-19 restrictions permit we will organise cox training. All are welcome
to take part so that we get as many people trained up as possible.
The rowing boat will be subject to an outing fee (£20 per crew of 4 or £5 each) to
contribute to club general funds in the same way as club dinghies are paid for by
members. While the club has agreed to fund a large part of this £15,000 new project,
members are invited to help financially by either making outright donations or by
buying an advance block of rowing outings; for example, £50 will buy you 10 outings
and £500 will buy you 50 outings. In particular, we need to raise money for a trailer
which will enable us to launch and recover the boat wherever we like. The rowing
group has so far raised nearly £3,000 towards the cost of the new boat and its trailer.
10
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We’re hoping to have a social event soon for those interested in rowing. This is of course
subject to the current restrictions but will be announced on the website and via the email group.
If you like the look of a rowing event; for an example, see the Bembridge Gig Fest on 20 – 21
June (see http://www.bembridgeharbour.co.uk/news-and-events/bembridge-gig-fest ) or you
just like the idea of trying out rowing, we would like to hear from you. Please email
rowing@dellquaysc.co.uk or speak to Peter Binning, Richard Bland, Nick Atkins or Mike
Dicker, all of whom have been taking forward this great new project for the club.
Commodore Ben Alcott said, “The RYA’s research, DQ’s own strategy of getting more people
on the water, and the experience of the clubs around the harbour make it clear that in order to
thrive, sailing clubs need a wider offering. This boat is an investment in the future of our club
and I’m really excited at the prospect of as many members as possible taking advantage of it.”
Peter Binning

Some of our fleets need less
water than others.
Sailing in the Victoria Class is
not entirely halted by the current
restrictions,
at
least
not
according to Rob Nunn, who
sent this picture in.
For more Victoria fleet lockdown antics have a look at
Simon Bell’s YouTube clip here.
Simon has also uploaded some
footage of Victoria racing at Dell
Quay from January 2020 to
YouTube, which can be found
here.
Nothing stops this fleet!
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In the Clubhouse...
You spoke, we listened - changes to the Galley
service
On House Committee, we take your feedback very seriously, and have acted on most
of the comments from last year’s RYA Customer Satisfaction survey to improve the
hospitality offering from the club.
Firstly, we introduced the Honesty Galley in November. This allows members to help
themselves to hot drinks and snacks ‘out of hours’ when the main galley is off duty. This
has proved extremely popular, and we are very pleased with the feedback. Thank you
all for keeping it nice and tidy whilst enjoying your hot drinks!
We will also be introducing cafetiere coffee with frothed milk as an option at the galley,
for those that enjoy a smarter cup of coffee. We hope you enjoy this choice.
If you are new to the club, or want to come along to a social event but do not know
many people, we have introduced the comment box to the booking form, so you can
ask to be met by a member who will introduce you to others and help you to feel
welcomed at the event. Please use this facility if you wish to meet more members!
You are now able to pay by card at the galley and bar, with our new system. Please
enjoy this facility, to avoid needing cash at the club. Where possible, please pay up
front on the website for social events and bookings of boats.
If you would like the bar opened, and we are legally permitted to do so! (ie after 1200
on a Sunday!), then please ask a member of the galley crew. If we are ‘light staffed’,
we may not open it automatically, but we are very happy to oblige.
We continue to encourage recycling within the club, and hope you will support this by
using the recycling bins appropriately.
Sarah Eggleton, RC House

Galley 5-star rating retained
The House Committee are
pleased to announce that the
most recent inspection was a
complete success and our 5-star
food hygiene rating has been
retained.
Rear Commodore
House, Sarah Eggleton said
“This is down to the hard work
of many people on the House
Committee, both now and in the
past. Thank you to all of you.”
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Mama Mia - Here we go again!
“I had a great time at the Mama Mia night! As
always there was delicious food, contagious Abba
music and lots of fun costumes. The theme is a
timeless one and encourages everyone to get up,
sing and laugh in karaoke and on the dance floor.
Also it was a great chance to catch up with all of my
friends from the club and think about future sailing
adventures!”

“The second Mama Mia evening, -“Here We
Go Again” - was a great success, with some
excellent costumes on display and a lot of
very enthusiastic joint singing! Thanks to a
wonderful team of duty staff, the catering and
bar aspects of the evening went very
smoothly. It was really lovely to see so many
of our members of all ages showing their love
of ABBA!”
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Jim McAuslan Runs the Galley - and why you
should too!
I can do a decent Sunday roast and a paella for 8, but running a galley is a bit out of my comfort
zone. So why do it?
Well, I buy into the whole DQSC philosophy. A club run by volunteers which seems to draw in
the sort of people with whom I feel at home. How can I put it - ordinary folk, all age, no airs and
graces, salt of the earth in my book.
There is something else about DQSC - and I guess sailing more generally - and that is its
resourcefulness and willingness to meet problems head-on. ‘There is a problem? Let’s fix it.’ I
like that attitude.
So if I bought into the philosophy I couldn’t very well duck the
responsibility of what comes with it. Hence my stepping up as a
Galley Supervisor.
Training is provided on the whole hygiene thing and I’ve just
secured my Level 2 Food Hygiene and Safety for Catering
certificate. It shook me up when I compared the requirements of
the galley to how I cook at home; and that’s not to be sneezed at,
if you get my drift. Seriously we GSs, led by the House Committee,
take it seriously and the Club’s 5 star food hygiene rating isn’t an
accident.
At the outset you are supported; there is a crowd of experienced
hands willing to give advice, source foodstuffs and point you in the
right direction. But once you have got the hang of it the show is
yours. Well, you and the amazing bunch of House Duty volunteers
who throw themselves in to cooking, toasting, washing up, tea and coffee making, serving at
the hatch or in the bar. After a 4 hour duty together you find you have a new family.
It has its moments. A Fun Friday duty is proper industrial catering in what is quite a small
working space. Or during a race day Duty you can find yourself with little to do - for a time then the racers arrive back and its madness with last minute requests for a bacon roll. Or
responding to people who have different dietary needs and your standard ham and cheese
panini is just not up to the job.
But in truth the GS duty is less about a practice run for Master Chef and more about managing
the ebbs and flows of work, ensuring health and safety is maintained and finding solutions to
problems. That’s when the need for resourcefulness kicks in and although I have felt at the
edge of my comfort zone, I have never felt ‘this is beyond me' and go home glowing with
satisfaction at a job well done.
So being a GS is rewarding in personal growth, but it gives much more. I don’t have a boat and
have very little experience on the water, but as GS I get to meet people who do and
opportunities arise. From the galley you can people watch - the wily old racers up to their
games, seeing youngsters cut their teeth in a ‘grown-ups’ space and just enjoying the Love in
the club.
And in the galley you can become part of the club family - that is the reality, the ‘club’ will
embrace you if you take a step towards it. Don’t hold back - take the step.
About me. I grew up on the coast on the Clyde estuary and overlooking Arran. But never got
involved in sailing. My early career in HMRC and then trades unions saw me ‘inland’ but with
a desire to get back to a coast. After 31 years living in London my wife Marilyn and I upped
sticks and moved down to Donnington. We have no regrets - we feel blessed.
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Wine tasting and art display success!
40 eager wine enthusiasts joined Liz and team at the club on Saturday 7th
March for a terrific evening of tasting. We all thoroughly enjoyed the 8
wines on offer, each served with a delicious selection of foods, carefully
chosen to match the wines. Liz gave a highly informative and personal story
to each wine, which gave the evening such interest and compassion. A huge
thank you to Liz for all her hard work in sourcing the wines and preparing
the evening.
We all thoroughly enjoyed Rob Corfield's paintings of Dell Quay and the
harbour, which gave a lovely backdrop to the lively chatter of the evening.
We are so fortunate to have club members of such varied skills and talents
who are willing to share their wares!
Thank you for a delightful evening.
A happy guest!
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And in other news...
GC begins work on new Environmental Strategy
DQSC is building on its re-cycling and litter picking initiatives in preparation for
'going green'.
Inspired by the launch of Emsworth Sailing Club's
Environmental Initiative at the beginning of last month,
DQ is planning to follow suit. Indeed, Emsworth is
reaching out to us - their own 'environmental tsar' has
agreed to undertake a base-line assessment with the
aim of developing a strategy for running the club in as
environmentally sensitive a way as possible: how
efficiently does the club use energy and water, how
good is our re-cycling and can we cut down further on
the use of single use plastics etc.?
We also want to look beyond the internal workings of
the club: how can we play a part in preventing pollution
and protecting natural habitats? Following ESC's lead
we aim to draw on the expertise of the RYA/British Marine's The Green Blue as
well as The Final Straw Solent.
The DQSC's 'green team' are also developing ideas for encouraging more local
sailing clubs to work together to protect our amazing Chichester Harbour. We
are hoping to use the time that the club is out of use to plan for a greener future
- and would welcome any thoughts and ideas on this from members. Contact
dqscenvironmental@dellquaysc.co.uk.

Working Weekends get the Job Done
Every year, Keith Heppenstall does a brilliant job of organising two working
weekends, one in February and one in March, and this year was no exception.
These weekends are vital to get jobs done on the Dinghy Park, Clubhouse, and other
buildings so that we start the season in good shape.
This year we had 20-30 fantastic volunteers
who deep cleaned the bar and galley,
cleared up the dinghy park, put up new
fence panels, cleared up the workshop, and
put new wider doors on the Black Shed
(pictured). On each day of the two
weekends, the team were well sustained by
great food from the galley team.
Thank you to every single one of you - the
work that’s done over these weekends is
very much appreciated.
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Situations Vacant
These are the current opportunities to give a little bit more to the Club. If you have
these skills and would like to learn more, please get in touch with the person named
at the end of the advert.
Quay News Editor and Communications Lead
The General Committee are looking for someone to edit future editions of Quay
News and to lead on the Club’s communication strategy. We use lots of forms of
communication, from the regular eNews, to the normally printed Quay News, to the
website and social media (Twitter and Facebook). The GC would like someone with
a communications background to edit the quarterly Quay News magazine and to
provide the GC with advice on making the best of the right channels, supporting the
great volunteers who get the information out there. If you have a communications
background and would like to help, please contact Ben Alcott at
commodore@dellquaysc.co.uk or on 07966528373.
Club Bosun
Dell Quay Sailing Club needs a volunteer Club Bosun. Chris Campbell spent many
years as the DQSC Bosun, has now hung up his spanners and taking a well-earned
rest, and will be very much missed in that role.
We need a practical person to assist and work with Tony Lay, our Sailing committee
Patrol Boat Coordinator, to help regularly check our fleet of patrol boats and trolleys.
DQSC has contracted LME Outboard Services Ltd to regularly service and maintain
professional our boats, but as with all craft it is the small items that count, like
checking the engine oil levels on a weekly basis, ensuring trolley tires are inflated,
and checking that the patrol boat accessories, such as radios, flares etc are all
present and correct. Please contact Mark Harper at rcsailing@dellquaysc.co.uk or
phone 07711035809 if you can help in this role, or would like further details.

And finally...
Thank you to all our contributors, both of words and pictures, that have made
this edition of Quay News possible.
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