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View from the Helm
I opened the June edition by saying that it would be
better called ‘a view from my house’ as we were in
the midst of the first lockdown at the time. Thankfully,
our ability to take part in the sport we love did
improve as the summer went on and there have
been upsides as well as down: I only managed one
night outside the harbour on our cruiser all season
(for my 50th birthday!), but the lack of cruising meant
I found more time to sail my Firefly with my daughter,
which I thoroughly enjoyed.
The challenges we’ve faced due to the Covid crisis have been those facing not only
every single sailing club, but every organisation of every size in the UK. But I can tell
you that your committee members and many other club members have done
everything possible to mean that the Club could do as much as possible, safely and
legally. And that effort resulted in us actually doing a lot given the circumstances. In
the following pages you’ll find stories of racing, cruising, water sports abroad,
rediscovering an old love of windsurfing and discovering a new love of rowing. You’ll
also see how we’ve still managed to move forward with our IT systems and our
Environmental Strategy. And there are also a couple of stories of what members did
instead of sailing. And don’t miss the chance to win a bottle of bubbly in our
competition!
So, thank you to everyone who has helped during this difficult period in whatever
capacity, it really is appreciated. We will undoubtedly face further challenges next year
due to Covid-19, but the regular news on a number of vaccines that are showing good
results, gives me real cause for optimism.
With this in mind, we are planning a full programme for next year to make sure we
create the maximum opportunity to be together as a Club both on and off the water.
To do that, we will need your support as volunteers on committees, for duties, and just
mucking in to help, as much as ever. Please do have a look at page 20 where there
are a number of current opportunities to make a difference.
So pull up a chair, pour yourself your favourite Christmas tipple and enjoy this bumper
end of year edition of Quay News, and dream of the season to come.
Have a wonderful Christmas, a very happy New Year and see you on the water soon.
Ben
Commodore, DQSC
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On the water....

Dinghy
Racing
Well what a season! When I last wrote for Quay News in March, it was shortly after Longmore
2, a race which with its long course, healthy fleet and stiff breeze really felt like a taste of things
to come in 2020. Sadly, our racing was curtailed shortly after by the start of the first lockdown.
This not only kept us off the race course but gave us plenty of work to do in planning our safe
return. When we were finally able to emerge from lockdown in mid-June, we did so as one of
the first clubs on the harbour with a Covid-secure approach and with a revised calendar which
aimed to salvage as much of the season as possible.
With the club closed, no patrol boats and many of our usual race officers shielding, the Dell
Quay racing community had quite a challenge ahead of us. In the months that followed our
racers really pulled together in self-managing racing and finding a race officer for every
scheduled event. This allowed us to complete the vast majority of our programme and to
deliver some fantastic class and handicap racing. Beyond this, not only did racing ‘keep calm
and carry on’ in 2020, it positively thrived!
After such a long layoff and with racing
providing a great form of escapism, there
was a real excitement about club racing
and a fantastic atmosphere both on and
off the water. This was reflected in an
increased level of participation, with the
average number of boats per race up
36%, the number of junior racers growing
three-fold, the number of women racing
up by 20%, the number of beginners
increasing by 300% and the number of
people racing at the same time as a
family member rising by 55% when
compared to 2019 - it really has been a
fantastic year for club racing!
We were also successful in running lowkey but well attended Dell Quay Regatta
races and a magnificent Solo Open
which was excellently organised and a
credit to Solo Class Captain, Simon Verrall for all of his hard work [see Simon’s article on page
4 - Ed]. With a reduced time frame and a few races lost to bad weather, we didn’t quite manage
to contest all of our usual silverware in 2020 - that said, we will still have over 25 trophies to
award at the end of season prize giving when we are able to find a workable format.
Looking forwards to 2021, we all share in the hope of a return to normality in all aspects of our
lives. When it comes to club racing at Dell Quay, I really hope that we can build on the
momentum we have gathered this year by getting more boats out racing, more kids out racing,
more beginners out racing and more families out racing. With adults racing alongside juniors,
couples competing together, families on the water and World Champions lining up alongside
complete beginners, Dell Quay really is the most fantastic place to learn to race and to enjoy
competitive racing, week in week out.
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We have some highly skilled sailors within the fleet, many of whom are happy to share their
knowledge with those who are working their way up the placings, something we really want to
make the most of in 2021.
So if next year is the year you want get into racing, don’t hesitate to get in touch or introduce
yourself in the dinghy park. There are a number of accomplished helms in the fleet who are in
search of crews next season and speaking on behalf of the whole racing community at Dell
Quay, we will always be glad to welcome and assist newcomers. If you didn’t know already,
dinghy racing at Dell Quay has a dedicated presence on Facebook (Dell Quay Dinghy Racing)
and Instagram (dell_quay_dinghy_racing).

All the best,
Will Parrett

Dell Quay Sail wear NEW RANGE!
We are pleased to announce that DQ branded sail wear is back! Our
new local supplier is Unique Workwear, offering a superb range of top
quality garments. Ordering is simple, just click the link on the DQSC
home page, choose your garment, colour and size etc, then go to the
basket and pay through the secure checkout page .
You can order personalised garments with your activity group logo, boat
name etc. for an additional cost. They also offer junior week colours and
team garments!

Solo Open at Dell Quay!
The Dell Quay Solo Open has always been a firm favourite amongst the Solo
travellers, and this year was no exception. Open meetings have been in short supply
this year, and with entries limited to 25 boats the event was quickly booked up
attracting visitors from far and wide.
Dell Quay has a reputation on the circuit for delivering 'Champagne Sailing': lively racing and
decent cake. But would this year live up to expectations?
The answer was a resounding 'yes'. And 'yes' again. Lots of work took place behind the
scenes to ensure the Open Meeting could even take place at all: the work behind the scenes
to ensure we could run the event in a Covid-secure way was remarkable.
Right then. Let's talk about the sailing. And let's start with the wind. The forecasters all week
had been predicting a decent breeze, but come
Saturday morning there was barely anything, and
what breeze there was included substantial
amounts of rain.
Race one was delayed a little, but Race Officer
Martin Jones got the fleet away as soon as
possible in a 5 knot south westerly breeze. The

fleet split up, with half of the competitors
heading up the left of the course (I'm pretty
sure that this should have worked) with the
other half heading out to the right.
4
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Full credit to Sue Taylor from Silver Wing Sailing Club for showing the rest of us how
to get to the windward mark efficiently in the light conditions. The win eventually went
to Tim Lewis with Roger Bennett close on his heels. Andy Hyland taking third and Guy
Mayger fourth.
With the wind dropping, and
changing direction like a fiddler's
elbow, the committee boat had their
work cut out to set a course for race
two. For a short while, there was no
air at all. Then it came in from the
north. For about 5 minutes. And
then nothing again. Just two dozen
Solos drifting in the October
sunshine, accompanied by laughter
and banter from Soloists making up
for lost time, having not spoken to
each other enough this year.
Race two eventually got going with similar conditions to the first race. Racing was
close and competitive with places changing hands throughout the fleet. Roger
Bennett took the line chased by Tim Lewis, Nigel Thomas and Andy Highland.
With everything to play for, the wind eventually made a decent appearance for race
three. It felt good to stretch the legs, and the sun came out too. Almost the
'Champagne Sailing' conditions that we'd been promised by the organisers. The top
order shifted around a little but Roger Bennett took his second win of the day. Local
sailor Ian Barnett took second, Fraser Haydn took third and Nigel Thomas fourth with Dell Quay's very own Roger Puttock in fifth.
The verdict? A great day of sailing, lots of happy sailors, some great racing, a friendly
atmosphere and tea and cake on the club balcony afterwards. What's not to like
about that? See you all again in May for the next Dell Quay Solo Open. 'Champagne
Sailing' guaranteed.
Overall Results:
1. Roger Bennett - Silver Wing Sailing Club
2. Tim Lewis - Silver Wing Sailing Club
3. Nigel Thomas - Hill Head Sailing Club
4. Andy Highland - Lymington Town Sailing Club
5. Fraser Haydn - Papercourt Sailing Club
First Lady: Sue Taylor
First Master: Roger Bennett
First Grand Master: Andy Highland
First Septimus: Michael Foster
First Dell Quay boat: Roger Puttock

Simon Verrall
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Fireflies going from
strength to strength
2020 got off to a flying start for the Firefly fleet with one of our
members, Harvey Hillary, achieving a long-term goal in
winning the International 14 World Championships in Perth,
a stellar achievement [see QN April 2020].
As the start of the season approached back in Blighty, the
Fireflies kept the club workshop busy, with 5 woodies passing
through for painting and varnishing in preparation for racing
– presumably whilst the owners of the plastic boats in the fleet put their feet up. It wasn’t long
until we were on the water enjoying the racing we had looked forward to all winter and it didn’t
disappoint, with exactly the close tactical challenges and frequent changing of places that we
had hoped for.
Over the course of the season, we contested a number of the club’s traditional Firefly trophies
with racing which proved a fitting tribute to the rich heritage of silverware such as the Dell Quay
Quart and Burnard Trophy. Over and above the fantastic racing we enjoyed this season we
also delivered one of the other key aims of the fleet which is getting novice sailors out racing.
In 2020, the Firefly fleet gave 4 adult beginners and 12 novice youngsters an introduction to
racing with most completing at least a handful of races.
INTRODUCING OUR VOLUNTEERS - Shaun Pollard - Class Captain, Firefly Fleet
Growing up on the south coast in Hastings, I was introduced to sailing by
crewing for my dad in Miracle “12”, before sailing with my brother in Dart
catamarans on the national circuit. While at University in Portsmouth
through the sailing club I met lifelong friends, some of whom are/
becoming members of the club.
After a 10 year absence from the sport, we joined Dell Quay last year
when looking for a family club to introduce our three young daughters
into sailing. The sheltered waters of Dell Quay have been great to get
them all out on the water, whether it is family SUP trips or their first
introduction to racing.
Following the great work of Will Parrett last year I have the unenviable task of taking on the Firefly
Class Captain role, and we have some great events planned for this year to get families out on the
water with the highlight of the year being the Firefly Open on 15th/16th May. Look forward to seeing
you on the water!

When we weren’t racing we found plenty of time for pottering, BBQ cruises and games in the
dinghy park. We have also inadvertently amassed something of a flotilla of paddleboards who
are often out on race days and summer evenings. It’s been great to see such as diverse range
of ages and experience in the fleet and it’s been fantastic to watch the growth in confidence,
friendship and healthy competition these sailors have shown as a result of getting out together
on the harbour. As the season drew to a close, the owners of the wooden boats especially had
their minds put at rest in our securing, thanks to Mark Moranne, of enough dry winter storage
for whole fleet – making sure those decks look as good next spring as they did in this summer.
We started 2019 with 1 Firefly at Dell Quay and began 2020 with 13. It’s testament to both the
Firefly itself and to the family friendly fleet we have created that we look set to begin 2021, the
Fireflies 75th year, with 21 boats in our fleet, 5 new Firefly families and a Dell Quay Firefly Open
Meeting in the calendar. Fleet racing really is ‘the more the merrier’ so if you would like to get
involved next year, be it as an owner, a helm or a crew, please don’t hesitate to get in touch or
find one of us in the dinghy park for a chat. We can also be found on Facebook (Dell Quay
Fireflies) and Instagram (dell_quay_fireflies).

Will Parrett
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Come and join the fun in 2021!
Classes wax and wane, but the DQ Handicap fleet stands firm, year in year out. We’re there
to welcome all and sundry - whatever dinghy you’ve decided is your perfect fit (this week/
month/year) – and you’d like some friendly competitive racing fun to challenge and improve
your sailing skills.
Obviously 2020 has been a difficult year, largely reducing the fleet to single handers, so we’ve
been missing the RS400s and 2000s. But we’ve still had some great racing in between the
lockdowns and gales. Very happy to have three Laser 4.7s join the fleet this year, and hope
that others will be encouraged to give racing a try next year.
We are adding a Slow Handicap series in 2021, with a short course, to run alongside the
normal Longmore series. It’s a good excuse to drag out that Topper that’s been languishing in
your garage since the kids grew out of it and get out there, or maybe get some Scow racing
going. So no barriers to racing on those days - whatever dinghy you sail - from an Opi to an
RS800.
If you don’t have (or can’t borrow) a small person to crew your Firefly, or you still feel too young
to sail a Solo (Haha!), then the Handicap fleet is the place to be.
Duncan calls us the ‘awkward’ bunch (he’s allowed to, he’s one of us) – but I say ‘Vive la
difference’! What’s stopping you? Come and join the fun in 2021!
Sue Manning, Handicap Class Captain

Rowing Powers Forward at Dell Quay
Coxes & Crews
With the arrival of the Celtic Longboat in early August, followed by a focused programme of
cox training by Mike Gilbert (Langstone Rowing Academy) and Andy Morley (DQ Training
Principal), we now have more than 20 trained coxes at the club. This meant that prior to
lockdown 2 in early November, when wind and tides were favourable, we typically managed to
get rowing outings at least two or three times a week.
Mike Dicker also organised a DQ crew for a rowing weekend hosted by Itchenor. We have also
had a number of timed rows to Kiln and back with the record currently informally held by Steve
Potter & Crew. However a favourite outing seems to be a 2 hr trip down to the Quarter Deck at
Itchenor. We take particular care in trying to gauge people’s ability and strengths, and many of
those that have rowed are surprised how easily widely differing ranges of ability and strength
integrate together when rowing, and nearly all our outings are mixed crews.
We are now looking for more coxes and crews (adult and youth) and to attract new members
to the club, and whether a total novice, and just want to try something new, or have lots of
experience, you will be most welcome just contact rowing@dqsc.co.uk . We are also keen to
encourage regular rowing groups to get together in addition to the scheduled sessions (see
below). For anyone interested in becoming a cox we will run further training courses under the
guidance of Andy Morley, and tailored to youth and adults as appropriate, depending on
demand. We also expect to organise courses for those looking to further improve rowing
technique. More information will be posted on the DQ Rowing page.
Quay News December 2020
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2 month lookahead for rowers
To take things forward into 2021 we’re setting up a rolling 2 month lookahead to identify
coxes and therefore let crews know when the boat is expected to be available. As well as
allowing rowers to book ahead the lookahead should reduce the amount of time that John
Rogerson and team spend sorting out crews with coxes and making sure that we are safe on
the water (eg all crew registered and rowing plan logged beforehand, plus any covid specific
requirements). To get the 2 month lookahead moving forward we will shortly be emailing
all accredited coxes to complete, and then it will be posted on the DQ rowing page and
expected to be updated monthly.
Forward Rowing programme
We are in ongoing liaison with Bosham, Itchenor, and Langstone rowers and the other clubs in
the area that form part of the 3 Harbours Initiative (covering Chichester, Langstone and
Portsmouth Harbours). Once the weather warms up , we are scheduling outings on
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays each week at Dell Quay, plus Youth rowing sessions
typically fortnightly on Sundays between early May and mid-September. In addition we have a
draft emerging programme of potential events including;
1.

Saturday 30 January

2.

Sunday 31 January

3.
4.
5.
6.

Sat/Sun 13/14 Mar
Sat/Sun 17/18 Apr
Sunday 2 May
Sat 15 May

7.
8.
9.

Sunday 6 June
Sat/Sun 12/13 June
Saturday 26 June

10.

Sunday 27 June

DQ Club Rowing Open day Youth 14-18 yrs (open to
all club youth members)
DQ Club Rowing Open day Adult over 18 (open to all
club members)
Itchenor open
Northney Coastal Rowing Hub.
3 Harbours Rowing Rally (provisional only TBC)
The Hamble River Raid (fun event with a wide range of
boats rowing in various handicaps)
3 Harbours Cockleshell Challenge (Eastney host)
Bembridge Rowing Festival
DQ Club Regatta – (or possibly Friday 25 June for
rowing)
Round Hayling Island (13 miles)

Whilst there are a lot of potential events, we’ll try to get to those that we can readily crew and
get to. In 2021, we anticipate getting coxes and crews together for most of the Itchenor,
Bosham and hopefully Langstone/Northney events and possibly the Bembridge Rowing
Festival (with DQ cruisers alongside the rowers). We anticipate some structured, but fun,
training for the larger events and in 2022/23 a specific longer term target might be the Great
London River Race, which is normally held in September, and attracts up to 300 boats with
handicap classes rowing over a 21 mile course. However most of the time we anticipate rowing
locally and making the most of the amazing Chichester Harbour. For the DQ Club Rowing
Open Days we will post further information on the DQ Rowing page in early January.
Following a club wide survey we hope to shortly announce the name of the longboat, and we’re
pleased to advise that Boaty McBoatface was eliminated early on!
Finally a Big thanks to Bill Freshwater (DQ workshop tsar) who sadly has recently moved away
and on to the Island (and shed at least 1 Tier), and alongside a group of other great volunteers,
massively helped get us on the water, and definitely heading in the right direction, even if
normally 4 out of 5 of us are looking backwards !.
Hopefully this gives you a bit of an insight into the rowing section and we hope that on those
days that there’s not enough wind to sail or you just want to get on the water, or stretch the
pecs, join the rowing crew !
Please check the DQ Rowing page on the club website or email rowing@dellquaysc.co,uk in
the first instance, or feel free to contact Peter Binning, John Rogerson, Nikki Buchanan, Nick
Atkins, Mike Dicker, Andy Morley or Richard Bland.
Richard Bland
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Long Distance Dinghy Cruising...in a
Firefly?
The growth of the Firefly fleet has been one of the great successes of the last two years. Most
of us are familiar with the Firefly as a great racing boat with a fabulous pedigree, but how many
of us have considered taking our Firefly on coastal passages, overnight? During a project
digitally archiving the Firefly Nationals results and reports, a National Firefly Association (NFA)
member came across 2 stories about an extraordinary lady Firefly sailor: Dorothy Reilly.
Reproduced here by kind permission of the NFA Bulletins editor, here are two stories of
Dorothy’s adventures from 1983 and 1984 respectively. Before we get to the stories though,
a short foreword from Dell Quay’s own dinghy adventurer, Jeremy Burden:
“Wow. The following account about Dorothy’s exploits is impressive. Although I’ve
sailed the Wayfarer from Dover to CaIais and back twice plus round the Isle of Wight
three times (once through the night), I am left in awe after reading the following account
of the diminutive Dorothy Reilly’s exploits with her Firefly.
You may not be inspired to do the same but it does demonstrate what CAN be done. I’m
a firm believer that dinghies can be used successfully for cruising - even Topper and
Laser rigs can be made into tents for “shore-hopping”!
Anyway, have a read and plan your next year’s dinghy cruise adventures…”
Jeremy Burden
FIREFLIES AT LARGE!
I was interested to read the Tech. Secs article 'Taking your Firefly Abroad?' and trust that I had
no part in changing the law i.e. classifying us as a small ship'!
Last year, after much illness, I was persuaded to raise desperately needed money for Medical
Research. I decided to sail our antique Firefly F2175' from Felixstowe to Belgium there has to
be a first time for everything! Getting support and funds was like making scrambled eggs
without breaking the yolks.
Undaunted I continued my plan. It took 5 months of hard slog (a) to get any cash at all and (b)
to get the boat suitable for all weathers. I am female and weigh only 7 stone and have only
pottered around in boats for 20+ years.
Some of the mods were as follows:
1. Flotation pocket in mainsail
2. Built in more buoyancy and storage room (it is a MK.1)
3. Made slab-reefing (by 1/3) of mainsail possible (tricky if you didn't move fast!)
4. Radar reflector on masthead.
5. Nets under deck for immediate needs. i.e., torch, drink, food if required, foam pads to sit on,
pills, batteries and most important of all - ship to shore radio, which I had to eventually store in
a wellington boot under the foredeck.
Because of my personal problems I needed lots of clothes - 2-piece thermal underwear, jeans
and sweater, polar suit, Henri Lloyd ocean-going yacht suit, thermal etc. etc.
IT WORKED! Whilst I wouldn't recommend 18 hours on port tack (accompanied by a guard
boat that wished to go in different directions!) it was an exhilarating trip. I have promised to take
an extra torch this year or get better at sailing close-hauled through shipping lanes in pitch
blackness whilst changing batteries!

Quay News December 2020

9

I disclaim all liability for arriving at Calais 22 hours later (after docking), though Townsend
Thoreson do seem decent enough to stick to the rules of the sea! But perhaps I had better ask
God to sort the winds out better next time.
I would be delighted to hear from any other sailor who thinks the Firefly is still one of THE BEST
and who would race to either the Channel Isles or Belgium (if God says so) choosing our
weather conditions around the end of THIS YEAR (I need a competitor for any of us to make
the Guinness Book of Records!).
May I also take the opportunity of thanking everyone who gave gear and time, especially my
husband Damian, and thereby helped me to raise E5,000 for research, which made it all so
worthwhile!
ALONE 'ROUND THE ISLAND' FIREFLY STYLE
Donald died of cancer on 3rd June. Eight weeks later, in tribute to that wonderful guy and to
publicise the Cancer Research Campaign, I completed the first ever solo Round the Island in
a Firefly. A record and me only a 6 1/2 stone female relying much of the time on crutches due
to muscular weakness caused by a digestive disease. 24 hours of sunshine, survival,
frustration and exhaustion, but l made it on my own!!
It was a hectic rush fitting up Nautinoddy (F2175) again (crossed the North Sea in her last
year) with slab reefing, radar reflector, radio and this time a masthead light too, but by 17th July
I was ensconced with my shore team at Stokes Bay. Tuesday dawned fine and bright and the
tides fitted the pattern, culled from hours spent poring over charts and tide tables, and forecast
force 3 North Westerly looked perfect. The inevitable waiting for TV newsmen seemed never
ending, but after much chivvying and muttering on my part, I set sail westwards at noon in
beautiful conditions - too hot for all but sweater and trousers (plus life jacket of course!) but all
systems go.
Nautinoddy fetched across past Cowes, where the wind faded to a fitful force 1-2 in the heat
of the early afternoon, but the tide was lifting me nicely, so l dodged around chasing the breeze.
Damn! The radio packed up! Real frustration as I was no longer able to contact base or the
Coastguard.
Suddenly around 4pm the wind strengthened rapidly, so I had no time to don waterproofs, or
anything else, and within just 15 minutes |seeing a yacht ahead on its beam-ends) I hauled
down a large reef (three quarters in all in my main sail) - only just in time - it was already force
4 gusting 5 and I was chine-riding. It freshened and headed quickly so that I was flogging into
a dead beat and by 5pm was off Albert Fort in a wild sea from the overfalls round there plus
wind against tide, making helming a nightmare.
Out of the confusion a Pilot Boat appeared offering me a tow home and bringing me an
updated forecast-Force 5 South West gusting 6 - gee thanks! I swore - they say it relieves the
tension and there certainly was plenty of that! I saw that I would soon be round the next
headland and would then be able to bear away for St. Catherine's so thus declined their kind
offer (ignorance is surely bliss!).
Seeing them depart through the spray to Portsmouth, leaving me in what was now a totally
empty churning sea, I felt truly lonely for the first time, but there was no time for thoughts, only
action. If I had thought the worst was over, how WRONG could I be? Rounding the headland,
I saw stone pillars like Stonehenge 2 miles further on!! The Needles-would that I had done a
sightseeing tour beforehand!
The next hour and a half was indescribable, slogging along a lee shore of vertical cliffs in a
jumbled sea. It took everything to survive and included 2 capsizes (up again each time thanks
to extra built-in buoyancy and a flotation pocket in the mainsail). I bore away round the Needles
onto a fierce plane just after 6pm.
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Planing all the way to St. Catherine's (the southernmost tip of the island) the balers came into
their own, though I got wetter (if possible) and colder, eventually the wind eased, and l grabbed
my container of scrambled eggs to relieve the shivering - my first food for 11 1/2 hours, BUT more overfalls and a 20ft long roller reared up behind me and had the audacity to fill little old
Nautinoddy yet again! Stow eggs, a quick nip of brandy and off again, sailing and baling round
the point and off towards Shanklin.
Now came the best part of the trip, apart from the cold, reaching across Sandown Bay to the
easternmost point of the island at Bembridge Ledge in a fair breeze with the boat now drying
out and buoys beginning to flicker in the twilight.
But I was cold, so unbelievably cold, and so decided it was time to don more cold weather (and
night-time) gear. There was, fortunately, not a soul to see me as I stripped off my dripping gear
and shivered my way into first my Polar Suit (100% recommended) plus waterproofs (still dry
in their wrappers under the foredeck). Oh, and more important - finish the brandy? I had
forgotten the sheer bliss of feeling simply WARM at last. I shook out the reef in the mainsail
and set off on the long last leg home.
BUT, there had to be a hitch. I couldn't arrive at night - no publicity value (besides 'unsociable
hours for the pressmen') so I stopped sailing (i.e. hove-to be technical) off Ryde and rested
from 1.30 to 3.00am. I then saw what looked like a ship speeding past me towards home (I
was dumbfounded) but to my horror, it turned out to be me going backwards with the tide at a
fast rate of knots, passing a light 'tower (could it have been the NAB Tower?). So up and off
sailing again in rather strong winds. Half an hour later the Pilot Launch found me (near
Bembridge Ledge again) and after all but capsizing me as they came steaming alongside,
offered me hot coffee - great. They also tested my radio and found it u/s too, then vanished
off into the darkness.
From then on things went very badly with little or no wind, fog descending with the dawn and
a foul tide. I sat and sat and sat in one position for hours, not daring to move in case I drifted
back and lost even one yard of my hard-earned distance. I crept up to marks and drifted back,
crept past again and back and so it went on. But I gradually crawled towards the Portsmouth
shore.
Inch by inch, foot by foot for 9 hours in one position-it was purgatory! During that time I saw
only one fisherman and the Pilot Boat again (5 hours later I was still in the same place!). Then
the tide turned and I was able to creep up to Portsmouth (check with another fisherman as I
couldn't even see where I was going) and at last tacked round Gilkicker Point and thus
stumbled ASHORE - 12 noon on Wednesday 18th July! I guess that I am blessed with more
than my fair share of adrenaline because I didn't sail that boat, GOD did. Believe me.
The coast guards were marvellous. They maintained a watch over me all night and arranged
for the Pilot Boat to find me twice and kept my base crew (God bless them) in touch. Thanks
also to Stokes Bay Sailing Club for the use of their clubhouse (opt for better beds next time!)
and to the Gosport and Fareham Inshore Rescue boys for listening in and maintaining a watch
during those last hours.
Was it worth it? Hopefully the campaign for Research into Cancer WILL benefit financially
(dear reader, you can still help with a donation!). But it was far, far harder than I could have
imagined, so - NEVER AGAIN - till next time I guess!
Words by Dorothy Reilly, with thanks to National Firefly Association Bulletin for permission to
reproduce here.
Cancer Research UK is still doing incredible work, so feel free to donate something in
memory of Dorothy and her amazing Firefly voyages - Ed
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An Introduction to our new Club Bosun
Hi!
My name is Henry Bettle and this year it has been my pleasure to take on the role as club
Bosun.
I have been a member of the club since the age of 5, when my father decided that for my 5th
birthday, an all wood GP14 would be exactly what I needed. I then proceeded to learn to sail,
attending Junior week from Seamonsters all the way up to Fastnets. After completing my RYA
seamanship skills, Sue Nash convinced me that
becoming a Dingy Instructor, or DI, was the next
logical step to take. After passing my DI, I went on to
instruct at Junior week for a number of years.
After spending a year travelling round Europe in a
VW T25, and restoring a sailing yacht donated to me
by a very generous club member, it was then time to
head off to university, and of course, I would have to
do something marine related. I decided to enrol in a
masters in Marine Technology, which is a hybrid of
marine engineering and naval architecture. After
completing the first 3 years of the course, receiving a
bachelors degree, I decided that that was enough
studying for me.
I spent my free time at University teaching sailing in
Plymouth, as well as becoming a senior sailing
instructor, helping to run the last two Junior Weeks
with Sue Nash.
Having quickly realised that a “normal job” wasn’t for
me, I decided that I was going to set up as a selfemployed Marine Yacht Surveyor. After shadowing a
yacht surveyor, I decided that I was ready to get going at the job. Business started slowly, and
then an outbreak of a deadly virus didn’t help the growth that I had imagined! But amazingly,
after the lock down restrictions eased, the business started to grow, and I have been relatively
busy ever since. I have now been self-employed for over a year and undertaken over 100
surveys. Being employed in the marine pleasure craft industry is amazing, and I would
recommend to all. It is, after all, one of the industries that has done rather well from this
pandemic.
I love DQSC and its amazing family atmosphere. I hope to do a great job as bosun, keeping
all the club boats up to standard.
Next up, marriage, which I am told by many will be my biggest adventure yet!
htbettleyachtsurveys.com
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The Brief
HonSecretary - ‘I’m helping Ben to
put together some articles for the
next Quay News. Under ‘Cruising’
we were wondering if you might be
able to write something about your
(Covid) Greek cruising experience,
including the travel’?

Go or No Go?
The first thing to say is that we did not go cruising in Greece. We did, however, have a Greek
adventure this summer whereas you will read we dinghy sailed, kayaked, SUPed, windsurfed
and on one day we did charter the club’s 34ft cruiser for a day.
We actually booked our trip to Greece in September 2019 when the world was a different place
and nobody had ever heard of Covid 19. Had we known what was just around the corner
would we have booked a trip to Greece, we probably wouldn’t. However, we are very pleased
that we did. That said, as the Covid situation developed throughout Spring and the early part
of the summer the trip was off, then it was back on and we were left with a moral dilemma, were
we being irresponsible choosing to go to Greece. We did consider cancelling the Greek trip
and going to either Cornwall or the Lake District instead. However, when we looked at the
statistics we concluded that every man and his Alsatian was likely to be in Cornwall and the
Lake District, this compared to the Island of Lefkada (our intended destination) which was
reporting no cases on the Island and very few case elsewhere in Greece. However, the
obvious pinch point was the flights.
The Flight
We found Gatwick was extremely quiet, with lots of sanitisation points, everyone doing their
very best to stay 2 metres apart with face masks in place. I concluded that like us, everyone
else appeared grateful for the opportunity to be going on holiday and were willing to comply
with whatever inconvenience was required for the holiday to go ahead.
Onboard the aircraft I had expected empty seats between family bubbles and I was quite taken
back to find that this was not the case. The aircraft wasn’t full to capacity but was pretty close.
We were asked to remain seated throughout the flight unless using the bathroom and to keep
face masks in place. I had been a little concerned about wearing a face mask for a prolonged
period but in the event I found that after a while I got used to wearing the mask and I forgot it
was there.
On arrival in Greece we had to show a QR code at the border control which had been sent to
us by the Greek Government at midnight the evening before and hope that we were not
selected for a random Covid test. I am pleased to report that we weren’t selected but some
people on our flight were selected. If selected it meant that you were not allowed to leave your
hotel room until you had received a negative result which was promised within 24 hours.
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In Resort
Once we arrived at the Taverna it was like Covid hadn’t happened. Yes the bar staff all wore
face mask and in the restaurant at breakfast it was table service only but that was it. In the
village we had to wear face mask while in shops but not in restaurants. This was due to the
extremely low number of cases in Greece (which continues to be the case at the end of
October). It was noticeable that there were more Greeks around than in previous years and
this was because normally the Island is too expensive for the Greeks. However, with limited
foreign tourist the prices had been reduced and it was now within their budget. This of course
did mean that we also benefited from reduced prices when eating out. Cha-ching£££!
This was our third stay at the Taverna and it was notably quieter than usual. The Taverna is
small with only about 30 rooms which are normal all full during the last two weeks in August,
but this year there was only around half a dozen families. This made the whole experience
very intermit and social. The adults drank together in the evenings and all the kids spent all
day either on or in the crystal-clear blue water or on their phones.
During our stay we SUPed, kayaked and sailed a range of dinghies and catamarans. A couple
of highlights included convincing Carol to go out on a wire so that we could sail an ‘Alto’ dinghy.
With a yardstick of 826 the spinnaker would not look out of place on a medium sized cruiser
and is the fasted dinghy I have personally sailed. The other highlight was late one afternoon
Carol and I took a catamaran out in a westerly wind with the wind funnelling between the
mountains. This gave a massive increase in windspeed which meant we were absolutely
flying. We were concentrating too hard to notice the crowed on their feet watching us as we
passed the Taverna at around 30 knots.
On one day we chartered the club 34ft yacht
and sailed on a run in around 20 knots of
wind to Vathy in Meganisi. We had lunch in
the most amazing traditional Greek
restaurant before a beat back to Lefkada
with the Mamma Mia blasting out of the
yachts sound system. After all, what else
would you listen too on our Greek
adventure!
I also took windsurfing lessons which I am
determined to consolidate on despite it now
being winter.

We did Dell Quay proud. At the Regatta at the end of the first week Carol and I took first
place in a 2000. At the end of the second week Carol and I took 2nd place having been
beaten by a Hobie Pacific Catamaran and Aimee took first place in the kids race in a Laser
4.7.
The Flight Home
The flight home was pretty much the same as the flight out except the aircraft wasn’t quite as
full and I had a bank of three seats to myself, including a window to myself.
Are we glad we went? Yes definitely and we remain of the opinion we were safer in Greece
than we would have been in Cornwall or the Lakes. We would go back again? Yes
definitely!!
Happy Sailing (and windsurfing)
Andy
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The long and short of a windsurfing
obsession
I have immensely enjoyed the last nine years as a member of DQSC. Helming my RS400 in
club, regional and national events has been great fun and at times very exciting. However,
since lockdown, I have reverted to my first love in water-sports. What follows is a brief history
of my involvement the sport of windsurfing.
Windsurfing or Sailboarding arrived from the
USA in the late 60s, although there was a guy
from Hayling Island who claimed to have
invented it in the 50s! In 1977 I moved to Dorset
and found myself living within easy access of
Weymouth Bay and Portland Harbour. The
area was one of the first to adopt windsurfing
and by the early 80s I was an enthusiastic
(some might say obsessive) participant in the
sport. The first boards were very basic and
much like a topper with a rig attached to the
deck with a universal joint . Weymouth boasted
its own Boardsailing club (WBSC) and I was
the Race Secretary. The club regularly had 30
plus members racing in club events. In 1984
the UK competitor in the first windsurfing event
at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics was Dave
Hackford from WBSC.
The 80s and 90s were the zenith of windsurfing
and the sport grew quickly with new and often
wacky ideas. At one stage someone thought it
a good idea to race round hulled displacement
boards which were almost impossible to sail in
anything above a gentle breeze. Some of the
significant events I remember were the
introduction of sinkers (boards that didn’t float
you) and learning to water start and carve gybe, skills which were required in order to sail these
craft. In 1983 I watched the USA Olympic swimmer Fred Hayward break the 30 knots barrier
at the Weymouth Speed Trials with a massive fully battened rig and a buoyancy aid full of
weights (allegedly). In the late 80s the main racing was on long (or course) boards. One can
be seen the photo where on my left is my Fanatic Ultra Cat which I bought in 1992. It weighs
15kg and boasts an 80 cm long fully retractable carbon centreboard and an adjustable mast
track. There were well attended national and regional races. I have taken part in a UKBSA
event with well over 100 boards on the start line in Portland Harbour. Course board racing died
off in the late 90s as more people learned to sail short boards and the sport became focused
on slalom racing, wave events and freestyle. At the end of the decade I moved to Devon taking
my Fanatic Cat with me!
From 2000 to 2010 I moved house 5 times along with my windsurfing kit despite only getting
on the water a handful of occasions each year. Each time I considered assigning my boards
and rigs to the skip. I missed racing and on the advice of a sailing friend decided to buy a
RS400 which turned out to be not the easiest starter boat! The last time I sailed my dinghy was
with Lawrence Kies (another DQSC windsurfer) in a fantastic RS 400 Open Event at CYC on
the 13th March this year.
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Since lockdown I have only taken to the water on a board, sailing at DQSC, Bracklesham and
Langstone. It has been great to once again be thrilled by both the pointing ability and off wind
speed of a course board in a moderate breeze. I have also updated some of my other
windsurfing kit and the photo shows my new short board. This is more manageable in stronger
winds and the modern fat design is quicker to plane and easier to gybe than earlier boards. I
hope that next year I will be able to unwrap the RS400 and return to the world of dinghy racing
however it will need to share my attention with my old love of windsurfing.
For those interested, there is a newly formed DQSC Windsurfing group on WhatsApp. If you
would like to be included, send your mobile number to me on 07501176060
Rob Corfield

New Club Boat: Victorias add to fleet!
As I write this our Victoria sailors are looking forward to their first sail after lockdown and we
will emerge from our enforced hibernation to find a much colder world. It will be winter coats
and wooly hats from now till spring. To take
our minds off the dreaded virus we can turn
our minds to our greatest dilemma “How to
keep your hands warm and still be able to
operate the little controls on our
transmitters.”
Just before Boris banned us from our places
on the pontoon, we had just about mastered
the task of sailing, keeping our eyes on our
boats and not falling in while still sticking to
our numbered places. Our prime minister
said not to shout or sing. The not singing
was easy but whispering “water” and
“starboard”, came a bit harder.
We have not managed to hold any
organised series this summer but have
regularly managed to get 6-8 sailors turning
up for impromptu races. The good news is
that we now have a club Victoria available
for those keen to have a go at our addictive
“sport”. If Chris has managed to get the
batteries charged enough to make the
steery thing wiggle and the flappy bit go in
and out we hope to get some new
enthusiasts on the pontoon if not afloat.
We expect to see some club officers at the
front of the queue to show off their skills or at least give us a laugh!

Rob Nunn
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(Virtually) In the Clubhouse...

AGM2020
We held our first ‘virtual’ AGM on 22nd November, using Zoom with Commodore Ben Alcott as
the host. Given the Nov 5 restrictions, we decided that the GC would attend from their homes,
rather than the Club.
While it was both useful and necessary to hold the AGM virtually in 2020, the GC sees many
benefits to ‘real’ AGMs, not least of which is the opportunity to meet together. Our ideal AGM
for 2021 would be to hold a ‘real’ meeting but allow for both electronic voting and, technology
permitting, virtual attendance by those unable to get to the club.
What was missing from this year’s AGM was the informal meeting of members before and after
the AGM. These exchanges can often provide the germ of an idea to take forward or lead to
members having a chance to get more involved in club life. We very much hope 2021 will see
a return to an ‘in person’ AGM!
Some statistics:
Forty-seven members voted electronically in advance of the meeting and thanks to them for
doing so.
- There were mostly 46 votes in favour of each of the resolutions, none against and one
abstention. The only exception was the approval of the minutes where there were 3
abstentions.
- There were 29 zoom connections (virtual attendees). We asked members to switch off their
videos to save band width so we don’t know exactly how many members joined in (possibly
more than one person per connection). In the past, we usually have about 60 members at the
AGM. The GC had decided that it did not want any controversial items at the AGM given that
it would be a virtual. This plus the possibility of ‘zoom fatigue’ might have affected the numbers
attending.
- Five members asked questions in advance of the AGM. Many thanks to those who sent in
questions. As a GC we felt we were able to give better answers having had a chance to look
at them before the meeting. There was also a chance to ask questions on the day.
The resolutions were each passed, so now we are able to hold meetings and voting virtually,
proxy appointments are referenced in the rules and the accounting reference date has
reverted to the end of December. The minutes of the last AGM were approved and the Club
activity report and accounts were also both accepted.
Some new committee members were elected: Chris Sprules to the Cruiser Committee, Mike
Dicker to the Sailing Committee and Andrew Cutler to the House Committee. We have some
gaps and vacancies in the various committees but hope to get more people involved once we
are able to meet and mingle a little more! All committees are quorate so able to function.
There was no increase to subscriptions, dinghy park berthing or mooring fees.
The meeting lasted about an hour.

Anita Binning
Honorary Secretary
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Earlier this year, with only 3 clubs left using our current management software,
Medusa, we were informed that support would end at the end of November and the
system ʻswitched offʼ. In July, the General Committee approved a digital strategy that
would see the club moving our membership management system over to Sailing Club
Manager. Information on the new system can be found here.
So, what does a membership management system do? When talking about Sailing
Club Manager, the answer is quite a lot! As well as being the single repository for all
member contact details, it also keeps records about boats, qualifications, and
anything else the club needs to manage your membership. All of this information was
already held in Medusa, and John Rogerson (JR) has spent may an hour in the autumn
migrating and reconciling the date into Sailing Club Manager (Thanks JR!)
At the time or writing (mid-Nov), we intend to run the 2021 renewals and invoicing
through Sailing Club Manager, although there is some work to do with importing our
direct debit records. And then into 2021, we will be looking at all the other features
of Sailing Club Manager, such as event bookings (training courses as well as social
events), calendars and duties, and seeing how we can incorporate these into our
single digital offering. Online payments are also an area that we will be investigating,
directly linking these to event bookings and membership renewals.
One difference between Medusa and Sailing Club Manager is the member login
process. For Sailing Club Manager, member accounts are based on a unique e-mail
address. All our primary members within each membership should already have
received an e-mail (if we hold an e-mail address for you) requesting they activate
their accounts. We will shortly be sending out activation e-mails to all other club
members aged over 16 for whom we hold a unique e-mail address.
The system is currently set up so that, once logged in, members can view contact
details for other members. These were available to view in Medusa, and complies with
our Privacy Policy. None of this information is publicly available. There is also a field
which members can edit which allows us to publish their contact details in the Club
Yearbook. Currently this information has been imported from the return of GDPR
Consent Forms from our members. We will continue to request this consent on an
annual basis, but members are also welcome to change their consent from Yes to No
(or No to Yes) within Sailing Club Manager. The system is GDPR complaint (click here
for details).
Sailing Club Manager provides many opportunities and improvements for those of us
involved in managing the club membership and associated activities and this is an
exciting time for DQSC (if IT systems can be considered exciting!). All members are
encouraged to register with Sailing Club Manager and become familiar with the
system.
If you require any further information, please contact me at
subscription@dellquaysc.co.uk
Graham Causer
DQSC Honorary Data Services Secretary
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Dell Quay Going Green
Over these difficult days when so many people have realised the value of escaping to
Nature, the General Committee decided it was an excellent opportunity to ensure DQSC's
own "green credentials" were in order. And, it turns out, they are not too bad at all!
Following the launch of Emsworth Sailing Club's environmental strategy in the spring a
professional environmental audit of our club was undertaken in
July by their consultant, Emsworth Member Peggy Field. The
aim was to establish what DQSC was doing well to minimise its
impact on our precious harbour - and where it could aspire to
do better and inspire the membership to 'get onboard'.
You can find the full report "DQSC Environmental Policy and
Strategy" here.
The GC had already taken steps to promote sustainability by
encouraging recycling in the Galley and discouraging water and
energy wastage throughout. We have outlawed single use
plastics and started to reduce packaging, installed LED lighting,
wall heaters with timers/thermostats, and self-closing taps in
the bathrooms. We have invested in improved insulation in the
main Clubhouse and double glazing to minimise heat loss. And
our Treasurer has been keeping a keen eye on any unexpected fluctuation in the club's utility
bills ever since.
But as a family friendly club we know we must leave a good legacy for the next generation,
so we need to go further.
The report highlighted the need to continue raising awareness among members as an
obvious first step - both cost-effective and relatively easy to do. Covid 19 scuppered plans for
a high-profile launch of our new "Environmental Policy and Strategy", but we hope to rectify
that in 2021. Meanwhile, the report recommended, for example, that we train all our
volunteers in DQ's waste procedures and seek opportunities to integrate environmental
practices into training programmes such as Power Boat Level 2, Assistant Instructor, Dinghy
Instructor and Safety Boat.
By highlighting the issues in this way, we also hope to get the membership further enthused
about protecting a harbour which is of national and international importance in terms of
biodiversity - perhaps spotting and recording for the website our resident population of seals
or migratory birds - or the thousands of other creatures sharing this special place. In a similar
vein, the report advises us to ensure that rib drivers, yacht owners and other users all
understand how to behave around wildlife, keeping their distance and avoiding disturbance.
The report points out that not only can this build common goals among the membership but
gives us the opportunity to work with other organisations including Chichester Harbour
Federation, The Final Straw, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Save Our South Coast Alliance and the
other sailing clubs to proactively engage on environmental campaigns and events. In this
way, having fun but being protective will become the 'new normal'.
Looking further ahead, any refurbishment of the changing rooms will give scope for smarter
measures on the use of natural light and water conservation - we are considering installing
aerator shower heads for example, which can save up to six litres of water per minute, and
we are investigating the use of a rainwater collection system to use for boat washing.
Which brings me to the ever-thorny issue of anti-fouling - we are aware it contains toxic
substances harmful to marine life and we should all try to reduce that risk. The report noted
that we currently issue no guidance to yacht owners, nor have any controls in place, to
ensure this is done according to best practice guidance issued by the RYA.
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Another of the recommendations was that we ensure there is a clear plan for handling spills
and training for those in charge of refuelling.
Clearly there is a lot of work to be done - and it will take a lot of time to get it right. But
getting a baseline study is an excellent start. As the climate changes more must follow. What
we need now is input and so we invite any members to contact us should they have
expertise to impart or simply would like to help to build a "Green Team" (see ‘We Need You’
panel below). Protecting the environment as an individual can feel a daunting task - but
DQSC has around 640 members and we can make a difference. As a starting point, why not
have a look at the Green Blue website which has lots of ideas and information for sustainable
boating in cleaner healthier waters.
We are lucky enough to be located in one of the most beautiful parts of the country and we
are determined to make protection of our environment part of our DNA. The Chichester
Harbour environment is part of our Club’s ‘estate’ and, like our patrol boats, club buildings,
boats and fleets, we want it to be around in good condition for generations to come.
As a starting point we will:
a. create greater awareness among Club membership and reach out for any expertise to join
DQ's ‘green team’;
b. tackle the most pressing concerns brought up by the report: better managing risks of
potential pollution (fuel storage, antifouling practices) and focussing on operational efficiency
at the club (e.g., securing a renewable energy provider for electricity, reducing our water
consumption and switching to less harmful domestic products).
DQSC General Committee

We Need You! Situations Vacant
@DQSC
As a ‘by the members, for the members’ Club, your contributions in time and expertise
are vital. Please get in touch if you are interested in any of the opportunities below, or
would like to talk about anything else you would like to get involved in!
Quay News Editor
We are looking for someone to take on the role of editing and compiling this magazine. The
Club will provide software, templates and training. It’s a fun role getting to bring together the
best bits of DQSC two or three times a year for the enjoyment of members.
Contact Ben Alcott commodore@dellquaysc.co.uk
Green Team
We’re looking to expand the team supporting delivery of the DQ Environmental Strategy. If
you have an interest in the environment and want to help DQSC do even better, then this is
for you.
Contact Mark Moranne vicecommodore@dellquaysc.co.uk
Accountancy Expertise
Getting our accounts right is vital. Our Treasurer and Reporting Accountant are looking for
another qualified accountant to join the team, initially to support accounts preparation.
Contact Chris Rigg-Milner treasurer@dellquaysc.co.uk
Covid Security Team
Continuing to develop our risk assessments to make sure we do as much as we possibly
can, safely, will be really important into 2021. You’ll be joining a small team who are
committed to getting the most out of DQ on and off the water, whilst keeping members safe.
Contact Piers Chamberlain piers.dqscgc@gmail.com
20

Quay News December 2020

And in other news...

A Covid Gap Year Adventure
Amidst a global pandemic, I was thinking about what I could do to make use of a gap year with
limited travel. My original plan was to work and travel in Australia for a few months with the
money I’d saved from walking up and down a plant nursery all summer but unfortunately, that
was written off.
With the summer drawing to a close and
people starting to move off to university, I
realised I didn’t have much lined up in terms
of soul searching and other trademark gap
year affairs. Around late August I started
thinking about where I could go within the
UK since there was so much I hadn’t even
considered for travel. Eventually, through
some form of naivety, I came to the
conclusion that Edinburgh isn’t really that far
away. After all, it’s only an eight-hour drive
so getting there by bicycle in my mind
seemed very manageable. Having had very
little experience in long-distance cycle
touring, a solo cycle trip to Edinburgh
seemed the perfect ending to a long
summer.
I had very little reason to embark on a trip of
this sort, the idea of involving a charity or
anything useful completely flew over my
head. So in order to make sure I would
follow through with my plan, before I’d even
planned a route, I began announcing to all
my friends and family that I, Rex, will be
cycling solo from Chichester to Edinburgh.
My idea was that if I told everyone I knew
about this proposal I would have to follow
through with it.
There was very little training involved. Possibly two or three cycle rides on the bike before
setting off. None of which were with the full baggage I was carrying. I also only had a week to
plan the whole thing due to losing track of time and a trip to Wales. Luckily my dad, Peter, was
very invested in the trip (despite not coming with me) so he took the time to devise a route. The
route changed during the trip for various reasons.
The bike I used is a Spa tourer. Much like a road bike but of a heavier frame. I carried a one
man tent (clipped to the handle bars), a sleeping bag, camping stove, some food and leisure
clothes (which someone described a ‘climbing instructor clothes’) and a helmet, which I used
for one day only. These were squeezed into two panniers which I constantly had to unpack
and re-pack in order to fit everything in.
The total miles cycled was 510. For navigation I downloaded Komoot (mapping) onto a Garmin
GPS. The final route was: Chichester-Basingstoke-Oxford-Leiscester-Nottingham- a campsite
near Bolton Abbey in west Yorkshire (via Wakefield and Leeds) - Pately Bridge -a campsite
near Staindrop-Newcastle- Milfield –Edinburgh.
My longest day was 87 miles from Nottingham to a campsite near Bolton Abbey in West
Yorkshire via Leeds and Wakefield. The shortest trip was the next day when I cycled to a guest
house (13 miles) near Pateley Bridge– both the guest house and the short cycle felt like luxury.
My top speed was 37 mph….and I might have been exceeding the speed limit!
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I camped 2 nights, stayed in a hostel in Oxford (many YHAs were either closed or asking
guests to book and pay for an entire dormitory due to Covid) and a couple of air b’n’bs. The
other nights I stayed with friends.
To begin with, I was very lucky with the weather. The first four days were mostly sunny with
only a minor rainy day around Oxfordshire. Beyond Nottingham as I ventured 87 miles into the
dreaded Midlands territory through Wakefield and Leeds, the southerly wind which was
previously propelling me forward turned northerly and the hills that begin to appear as you go
further north, began to grow taller and longer. That fateful day between Nottingham and
wherever that campsite in West Yorkshire happened to be was definitely the worst day of the
entire trip. Possibly the only day I didn’t enjoy. I was cycling for over 9 hours, not including
breaks, it was dark and wet, the wind was blowing against me and the campsite was not
getting any closer. Cycling through Leeds and Wakefield was difficult – a lot of traffic and bus
lanes. After 87 miles, I ended up in a small town called Ilkley. I checked my GPS, the campsite
was definitely far more than the 87 miles I thought it was. I was so tired I flinched at the sight
of the same bus stop four times – thinking it was moving towards me. I found a taxi in Ilkley
that was just big enough to fit my bike and bags in. He was from Bradford. I can’t remember
his name but he was 45 despite looking 27 and he pinned his youthful look down to coconut
oil, olive oil and macadamia oil in his hair. He also had a slight resentment for his wife who tried
to call him at least twice in the car as she didn’t believe he was working. I had to assure her
that we were in fact in a taxi.
When I finally arrived at the
campsite around 9:30 pm, I set up
my coffin-like tent, made a large pot
of tuna and pesto pasta (a staple
meal of the trip), put as many
clothes on as possible and then
shivered to sleep. I found out after
the trip that it’s actually warmer to
sleep naked or with little clothing
when in a sleeping bag but
unfortunately I didn’t have this gift
of knowledge at the time.
When I was camping about 40
miles away from Newcastle, I met a
lovely
Geordie
couple
who
communicated with all the authentic
mannerisms you’d hope to see.
They offered me tea and biscuits whilst we talked about their kids, their dogs and how far I’d
come for hours. I didn’t stop talking as I hadn’t had a proper conversation in days. Tracey and
Steve were at the campsite in a caravan as part of one of their staycations in the beautiful
Yorkshire country side. When I left the next morning they were so kind to give me another cup
of tea and an email so I could keep them updated on my progress. They were extremely
complimentary of the whole endeavour which gave me a boost.
In most of the places I stayed in besides Nottingham, Newcastle and Edinburgh, there was
nobody I could visit so I would wander around the area for hours in the evenings before
returning to whatever accommodation I’d booked that night. I ended up talking to a lot of
homeless people. I don’t know whether something about me screamed ‘approachable’ or
‘naïve', but it was nice to talk to these people who often go unnoticed.
One of the best parts of the trip was probably reaching the highest point just before finally
reaching Edinburgh. At around 1,400 feet, I decided to stop and strike a pose with the bike on
the hill. Some of the climbs were brutal, especially further north as they’d all be over 5 miles
long at a steep gradient. At times I was barely crawling up the hills with the hefty baggage on
the back. There were a few times, I admit, where I had to get off and push the bike up the hills.
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I returned by train from Edinburgh to Kings Cross. I also really enjoyed the wet cycle from
King’s Cross to Victoria at night in order to catch my connecting train. This came as a
surprise because I’d always feared how hectic London would be for a cyclist. The worst part
was the aforementioned 87 mile ride through the dreaded Midlands towards a campsite I
didn’t even reach.
To conclude, the question I’m still undecided on is whether it was it really worth cycling 510
miles to Edinburgh? Because it definitely was a great experience the whole way however no
philosophical breakthroughs were made. I’ll hopefully summon the stupidity to do another
cycle of some sort in the new year because there is no way I’m going off in the wind and hail
of Winter. The problem is, the whole trip was about 11 days and I have a whole year until I go
to university.
Rex Binning
With your mum being Honorary Secretary and your dad Rear Commodore Sailing, I’m sure
they’ll find something for you to do Rex! - Ed

Free Original Art!
Some of you will know that I am an
amateur artist working mainly in acrylics.
My
paintings are
large, bold and
colourful and inspired by the sea and
countryside of West Sussex. The covid
pandemic has given me more time to paint
and less opportunity to sell. I consequently
have a number of paintings of Dell Quay
and boats in general which I am happy to
loan out. If you have spare wall space or a
nasty stain on your wallpaper you want to
hide why not borrow one of my paintings
a couple of months. If you are interested
please
email
me
at
rob.corfield@yahoo.com and I will send
you photos of what I have available. If I
have a painting you would like to hang on
your wall then we can arrange a socially
distance delivery.
Rob Corfield - rob.corfield@yahoo.com
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Christmas Competition!

Rob Nunn says:
“We were searching old photos for pictures of Alf for the Pearsons and came
across the this. It is a photo of a group of club members (fireball sailors) at
Federation week in the 70s. I don't know if it would be of interest to members maybe they would like to try and name them?
There are 4 still active members, a past commodore, two sailing secretaries
and the architect responsible for the present clubhouse.”
So the challenge is set: a bottle of Nutbourne Vineyards ‘Nutty Wild’ to
the first person who can name the past commodore, the two sailing
secretaries and the architect. Answers to commodore@dellquaysc.co.uk,
Rob will judge the entries!
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