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View from the Helm
A warm welcome to the Summer edition of Quay News.
The weather has been somewhat unpredictable, but
there has been some fine sailing, as you’ll see in these
pages. This edition is packed with dinghies, events,
cruisers, training, volunteers, and, really importantly, a
report from Sue Nash on the new Federation
Environmental Forum - definitely worth a read.
The situation with Covid continues to have some impact
on Club activities, please do monitor the website for the
latest Covid-19 news, but thanks to the tremendous
efforts of your Committee Members and other volunteers there has been a huge amount of
activity at the Club. The Solo Open was a great success and only bettered for me by our
own Regatta – I felt quite emotional as the first race started!
The Club looked fantastic with bunting from end to end of the pontoon and pretty much
perfect weather. The mix of sailing and paddle sports was a triumph with so much fun being
had by members of all ages and whilst we weren’t able to host the Itchenor keel boats in the
Clubhouse, we sent their tea back with their support boat so that they wouldn’t miss out.
There are too many people to thank individually, but for leading all the planning, Mark
Moranne and for leading the galley Anne Sprules both deserve a particular mention. Thank
you all who made it possible, you and everyone who participated did the Club proud.
One of the consequences of Covid that is being seen across society is a greater interest in
the environment. Since we published our Environment Strategy last year we have not stood
still. Vice Commodore Mark Moranne has created a new Environmental Committee to
support delivery of the strategy and as I noted above, our very own Sue Nash is leading a
Chichester Harbour Federation Environmental Forum.
So far I have only managed one night away on our Moody 31 Amore, but I am hoping this will
change in a couple of weeks when we leave for our Summer cruise. This year I have created
a plan to get us to the Exe, somewhere we haven’t been since 2005, but wind, weather and
perhaps even Covid may have other ideas. Frankly, having not left the Solent last year due
to Storm Francis, anywhere west of Yarmouth will feel like victory.
I did manage to compete in the Round the Island Race for the first time in about 20 years
though, on a friend’s Hunter Channel 31, Kusi-y (a Quechua (South American) word meaning
‘to make happy’). The photo of Mon Amie later in this QN was taken in Whitecliff Bay, where
I had assumed my rightful position in front of Vice Commodore Mark Moranne’s Mon Amie sadly that position was reversed by the finish line! It was a great day out though and I’m now
musing on entering Amore next year. I’m also hoping to get our Firefly ‘Nel’ on the water
soon, but my kids have fallen in love with playing cricket, so that may need to wait for their
seasons to finish!
Whatever on the water activity you are participating in, I hope you are having a great season
and all the very best for what is still to come.
Ben, Commodore DQSC
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Racing
We’re well over halfway through the season now and what a great one it has been so far.
The Dell Quay Regatta and the Solo Open both really bought out the best in what Dell Quay
has to offer and it’s been fantastic to see participation grow again for the second year
running. Were fast building our reputation on the harbour for the racing we offer and in the
last few months our ears have been burning increasingly on social media, YouTube and even
on a recent Australian dinghy racing podcast.
Racing continues to draw people to the club and as it stands over 90 members have been
out racing at some point this season, ranging in age from 4 to ‘I dare not ask’ and in 66
different boats. It’s been fantastic to see so many new faces on the start line as well as those
who haven’t been out racing in a while, or ever before in some cases.
Our fleets continue to gather pace, with the Solo fleet at 20 boats, the Firefly fleet at 25 and
the handicap fleet continuing to attract a broad variety of classes, including the growing
number of Laser 4.7s and Scows. This growth is driven by the class captains Roger Puttock
(Solo), Shaun Pollard (Firefly) and Sue Manning (Handicap), all of whom will be more than
happy to help you get involved or further up the fleet if you are already.
If you’re a little rusty or if you have never taken part in a race, there really hasn’t been a
better time to get involved – with almost forty fellow members racing for the first time in the
last 2 seasons you certainly won’t be alone. Crewing is without doubt the best way to get
straight into racing and with the number of double handers on the increase at DQ there are
lots of opportunities to join in. So, if 2021 might be the year for you to start racing get in touch
and we’ll be delighted to help make it happen!
In with the Old
There were many special moments at this seasons DQSC
regatta and though I admit I am biased towards the Firefly
Fleet, there was one moment which stood out for me on
that Saturday in June. Having spent the last 30 years under
lock and key, the historic Burnard Trophy, made by Royal
Jewellers Benzie of Cowes and first awarded in 1936, was
bought out of retirement and awarded once again, this time
to new member Mark Tait and his daughter Beatrice (7),
winners of the Firefly Fleet. The Burnard trophy, a scale
model of a 12 Footer made in Silver, was a Firefly trophy for
many years at Dell Quay so it was fantastic to see it back in
the fleet and fitting for it to be won in F498, a boat with a
fantastic history herself having been raced by the Brazilian
entry in the 1948 Olympics in London (Weymouth).
Next Generation
Junior participation continues to go from strength to strength
with 28 under 18’s out racing so far this season (a fourfold
increase on 2019), with many crewing in the ever-growing
Firefly fleet. With some of these youngsters now into their
second or third season of crewing, and some getting their first
taste of helming in Junior Week, there are unconfirmed reports
of an RS Tera fleet emerging at Dell Quay. Wouldn’t it be great
to see a dozen or more under 15’s out racing every week
alongside their parents and siblings?..... each doing their best to
win one of the historic trophies we have at Dell Quay. It’s what
we are working towards so if your kids need a healthy alternative
to the Xbox, don’t hesitate to get in touch with me or with Harvey
Hillary; more from him later in this QN.
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Race-min
The Racing Subgroup of Roger Puttock, Sue Manning, Steve Holcroft, Mike Dicker, Shaun
Pollard, Harvey Hillary and Peter Binning continue to work behind the scenes to keep the
season running smoothly, whilst already planning next seasons events. We are keen both to
demystify the sport and create participation opportunities for the less experienced but equally
aware that we maintain the quality of racing for those who in some cases have 50+ years’
experience. It’s not always an easy job so we appreciate all the support we have had from our
racers and as always we welcome your feedback on anything which we can improve or change
for the following season.
As we emerge fully emerge from Covid restrictions we will make sure any changes to format
are communicated through the WhatsApp group (link below) and via the racing pages on the
club website.
Making the Most of It
We have 22 days racing left before the Frostbite kicks in, each one backed by an eager team
of volunteers giving up their time for us to go round the cans – thank you to every single one
of you who volunteer for duties that support those racing. We have some good stuff to look
forward to and between now and the end of the season, including Team Racing in Pico’s, a
bumper 2-day Firefly Open Meeting and the all-important Bass Cup vs. Chichester Yacht Club
in September - a must win this year! Whilst a still dodgy Achilles means you’ll more likely find
me in the race box or the bar than on the water this year, we are now into the latter half of the
season so I urge you to make the most of it – it’ll be winter before you know it!
Happy Racing!
Will Parrett
Principal Race Officer (pro@dellquaysc.co.uk)
Racing Resources:
Dell Quay Mark Map 2021
(laminated copies in race box)
Racing Flags & Signals Quick Guide
(laminated copies in race box)
Click here to join the Racing WhatsApp group

dell_quay_dinghy_racing
dell_quay_fireflies
Dell Quay Dinghy Racing /
Dell Quay Fireflies

The Solo Open and a special new
member of the fleet
By now I am sure most of you have read the
excellent report covering the highly successful
Solo Open meeting.
What a fantastic day and advert for our sailing
club. With the permitted maximum entry of 30
boats easily and quickly filled by 11 home boats
and 19 visitors a fabulous day was had by all. It
was entirely conceivable that without this limitation
on numbers the fleet would have been nearer the
40-boat mark!
It showcased what a professional, well run, highly
regarded' Racing Club' we have in all its
splendour.
4

Quay News July 2021

This is mainly down to the incredible support of over 30 dedicated DQ members who
generously gave a large amount of their time their time, prior to, and on the day itself, in so
many different guises.
A 'big thank you' goes out to you all from myself and the Solo Fleet for all your help that
made this important day in the Dell Quay SC so memorable.
Other great news is the Solo Fleet now have a
lovely wooden Solo, number 4075, to help
continue to promote this strong fleet at DQ.
I was the original owner of this great dinghy built
by the renowned Solo builder Tony Thresher in
1996 and it was fate that we managed to buy her
back after many months searching for a suitable
boat in the right price range! She is currently
undergoing light refurbishment in the Black Shed
under the excellent care of Mark Harper and
should be ready for use by the middle of July.
The choice of wood over FRP was made not only
for budget purposes, but also for the tough
construction wood has over the modern FRP hulls
in case of any damage occurring and also that we
have the expertise in the Class to look after a wooden boat .
Anyone who has sailed a wooden racing dinghy will also appreciate the 'charm' that a
wooden hull gives too!
She will be managed for the Solo Class by Mark Harper and myself, and we are also the joint
owners of her too.
She is insured for multiple use. She will be maintained as an outright racing boat and for that
reason there will need to be control on her usage and that a certain experience of sailing and
racing will be required to take her out.
The 3 main aims of Solo 4075 are:
1. To have a Solo available for potential new members of DQSC who wish to try out a Solo
before purchasing one and joining the Club.
2. To have a Solo available to current members of DQ from other Classes who would like to
use her for occasional racing and an introduction in to how lovely these boats are!
3. To have a spare boat available to the members of the Solo fleet to use when their own
boats are either off the water or packed up for travelling Series.
The intention is to not charge for usage but any voluntary donations received from anyone
using her will go towards the annual maintenance and upkeep of the boat to help enable us
to keep her in 'tip top 'racing condition.
The Club has kindly offered to provide a berth for her which is greatly appreciated and we
hope this gesture will be repaid by fulfilling the aims of 4075.
We have also received a generous offer from a Solo sailor for winter storage for her too.
Please contact either myself or Mark directly if you would like any further information on 4075
and I am sure we all look forward to seeing her on the water!
In the meantime, the Solo's continue to enjoy great turnouts, great results, extremely close
racing in the various Club series and of course most importantly having great competitive
fun!
I am sure this will continue throughout the summer!
Best wishes
Roger Puttock
SOLO C.C. (rdputtock@hotmail.com)
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Firefly Fleet Update
The Firefly fleet has continued to go from strength to
strength this year with more families getting on the water
together.
The racing as ever in the fleet has been close, if a little cold
at the start of the season with the Easter Mini and May
Whitsun trophy. Mark and Beatrice Tait showed their speed
across both weekends that they are going to be pair to beat
this season.
With the summer finally arriving, recovered injuries and
boats out of their early season refits, the last weekend of the
Early Trophy gave a taste of what will hopefully become the
norm with 12 fireflies on the start line. This is the most
Fireflies that have been seen out racing together at Dell Quay since the 50s, which is a great
sign of the resurgence of the fleet. There was close racing throughout the fleet, with
something for everyone testing themselves against the shifty conditions. As ever the day
ended in the normal way for the firefly fleet on the balcony enjoying the afternoon sunshine
and a play on the paddleboards for the young crews.
We have also had some great attendance at the firefly cruises, which run alongside the
Longmore series, giving those who don’t fancy a race the chance to get out with the fleet
together and enjoy a hot chocolate or bbq.
Make sure you have the date in your diaries for the highlight of the Firefly calendar this year,
the Dell Quay Firefly Open on the 25th/26th September. Following the recent cancellation of
the Nationals, and interest in the fastest growing fleet in the country, this is expected to be a
really well supported event. There is plenty of racing between now and then to hone those
skills ready for what will be a great event to put Dell Quay back on the firefly national stage.

Shaun Pollard
Firefly Class Captain
fireflies@dellquaysc.co.uk

INTRODUCING OUR VOLUNTEERS - Grace Collinson - Dinghy
Instructor
Hi, I’m Grace Collinson. I am 16, and I have been a member at Dell Quay
Sailing Club since 2015. I had no previous experience of sailing before
joining and was very wary of starting to sail. However, that year, I signed
up for Junior Week - and have never looked back!
I did have a few lessons before Junior Week to boost my confidence but
after that week of solid learning and solid fun with people of my own age it was the start of sailing for me.
Every year from then on, I have participated in the junior weeks, steadily
working my way up through the RYA Youth Sailing Scheme Stages, right
up to the Seamanship Course. I am now a qualified Dinghy Instructor! The way that the club supports
young sailors throughout their sailing experience - from stage 1 in the RYA course through to
becoming an Instructor, really allows you to feel the achievement in a way that's supportive. So, I'm
now looking forward to giving something back - helping those youngsters just starting out will be a
great experience for me and really fulfilling.
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Regatta Returns - in style
Mark Moranne reflects on the 2021 Regatta and family fun
day
Planning begins…
At a GC meeting about 8 months ago I was tasked with
delivering the 2021 DQSC Regatta.
Having spent the last year living with Covid & the constant
amendments to the laws by the government; plus reading
the guidance from the RYA, DCMS, MCA, CHC et al, my
head was swimming by the end of January, and I had no
idea how the new season would look.
However, even at that stage I had a pretty clear vision of what I wanted the regatta to look
like, but quite how this would manifest in June, was anyone’s guess! So, I decided the only
way to go was full steam ahead, figuring this way it would be easier to cancel if the law
dictated rather that finding out we were all free & had nothing planned to keep you lot out of
trouble…
My first thoughts were that I wanted an event to showcase the activities available to
members at our club, mindful that even during the lockdowns there were some new
members who had still not been able to sail their respective boats, let alone fall off a SUP or
race a Victoria model yacht.
Secondly, I also wanted to bring all the groups in the club together under one roof as it were,
so they could all appreciate what each section offered
Third, because I felt like we had all been starved of fun, excitement & socialising, I wanted to
maximise on the visual impact, so onlookers could enjoy the spectacle of these activities &
hopefully enjoy the hospitality offered by the galley crew.
Lastly, I wanted to promote the sense of community by involving local organisations and
highlight the current and future challenges the harbour is facing.
So, armed with this idea my first job was to work out the personnel required to execute this
task. …The more I thought about it, the bigger the list became.
I needed Activity leaders, Race officers, Duty officer, Beach crew, Marshalls, Patrol boat
drivers, Photographers, Drone Pilots, Comms, Runners, Protest officers, Riggers etc…. the
list went on.
The next stop was to recruit the personnel. This was by far the easiest bit & I am eternally
thankful to all who volunteered to help out for this event. Everyone I approached, freely &
cheerfully agreed to take part, some without the knowledge of what they were signing up for!
They were just happy to be a part of it, which for me reflected the true spirit of Dell Quay SC.
Once the crew was assembled, we established the activity groups & briefed each team
leader on the requirements with the suggestion they all design and manage their own event
and resource it accordingly. The concept was embraced by all, and we communicated
progress regularly via Zoom, as the weeks passed.
The next objective was to look at the time & resource planning of the day: who was needed,
what was needed and where it should go. So, I set about designing my spread sheet!
By chance a week or so later I met Sue Pearson at a Victoria event at the club. Sue had
“form” in running a few of these events in the past, and very kindly offered to be my sounding
board. This proved invaluable and I am very grateful to her for being so tolerant of me over
the ensuing few months. Sue also made me aware of previous notes and forms she had
produced that were available, these proved to be very helpful.
Quay News July 2021
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So pretty soon it was all coming together very well! We had people, resources, good will, a
great buzz of anticipation, flags, and Bunting!
The date was fixed as the 26th June, five days after Boris was to announce the easing of
restrictions, what could possibly go wrong?
21st June - government plans change…
Boris suspends stage 4 until 19th July, and it is so cold, I have to put the central heating on.
We then had to instigate contingency plan B……. B for Bummer!
As you may imagine there were a few emails, phone conversations, Zoom meetings and
WhatsApp discussions in the ensuing few days, but everyone concerned responded admirably
and we managed to satisfy the protocols required so the regatta could go ahead.
26th June - the big day!
What a day. The weather started ‘iffy’ but soon there was sunshine, breeze and…people
wanting to get on the water. The ‘portable’ regatta teas were a triumph of planning and
execution by the amazing House committee and galley team, and the atmosphere was great.
The event was worth all the planning; on the day we were able to provide:
-

Class starts for Firefly & Solos
Fast & Slow handicap
Junior Handicap
Finishes for 33 Itchenor Keel boats (completed with portable Tea, Sandwiches & Cake)
On water Rowing taster sessions
On water SUP beginners’ sessions
SUP racing for Adults & Children
Victoria Model yachts static display
SAS & The Green Blue environmental static display
Information stand from Chichester Harbour Trust
Information stand from The Friends of Chichester Harbour
DQSC Merchandise display by UNIQUE Workwear
And finally, a superb high tea, Sandwiches & Cakes from our galley crew!

Hope fully we can provide an even better event for 2022!!
Mark Moranne VC
Event Co-ordinator

Dell Quay Sail Wear - Available Now!
We are pleased to announce that DQ branded sail wear is back! Our
ocal supplier is Unique Workwear, offering a superb range of top quality
garments. Ordering is simple, just click the link on the DQSC home page,
choose your garment, colour and size etc, then go to the basket and pay
through the secure checkout page .
You can order personalised garments with your activity group logo, boat
name etc. for an additional cost. They also offer junior week colours and
team garments!
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The Regatta Photo Montage
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Juniors

Junior Pathways
DQSC has been looking at ways to
help to introduce aspiring young sailors
into Club Racing. Earlier in the season
we saw a fantastic Regatta Fleet of
Youth Racers, including Junior sailors
James Davis and Henry Jones. The
Firefly fleet has shown how accessible
and fun Club Racing can be, and
Aimee Morley has been a great role
model for single-handers.

Junior Starts
Over the season, we have scheduled a series of 'Junior Starts' to bridge the gap into Club
Racing. I'm certain Junior Week will provide a huge confidence boost for many of our Junior
and Youth sailors. The coming series will be an excellent opportunity to continue to progress
and maybe take that 1st Trophy!
7th Aug 1/2
21nd Aug – Pico Team Racing
4th Sep 3/4
11th Sep 5/6
25th Sep 7/8
Don't have a boat! Why not hire a club boat?
Buddy System
We have successfully introduced a buddy system into the Solo and Firefly fleet, and it would
be great to extend this onto the Youth Racers. Buddies can help with boat set-up and some
hints on how best to sail the course. Contact Sue Manning, Will Parrett or myself. We will
help pair you up with an experienced sailor who can help.
Crewing or Helming for an Experienced Racer
The best way to improve your racing and gain confidence is to race with an experienced
sailor and sail different dinghy classes. I made my most significant gains doing this, and I
would love to see more of this at Dell Quay. Want to race at the front of an RS400 or
Laser2000? Want to helm a race in a Firefly? Brilliant – Let's make it happen! Contact Sue
Manning (Handicap) or Shaun Pollard (Firefly).
Sunday Fundays
Racing should always be part of a balanced diet served with a large helping of fun! Fun
Fridays and Sunday Fundays are the building blocks of friendships and a lifelong love for all
water sports. Thanks to Carol and Andy Morley for continuing to champion our Junior sailors.
- 8th Aug
- 5th Sep
- 19th Sep
Hopefully see you all on the Club start line soon!
Harvey Hillary
Junior Racing Lead
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Fireflies - the go-to family fleet
The firefly fleet is the go to fleet at Dell Quay for introducing young families into sailing
together. We have a whole range of abilities from current world champions to complete
beginners offering something for all, supporting each other on and off the water through our
buddy system. We have also seen a range of ages getting out sailing for the first time with
their parents from the age of 4. This is a great introduction for our youngest members to
experience sailing as a family, enjoying being together, helping build confidence and racing
against their friends.
The Firefly has a great history within the harbour and Dell Quay and the fleet has grown
hugely since its reintroduction at Dell Quay in the last 2 years, now with 25 boats (with 2
more ont the way!), which is 22 families that are getting out on the water together. We are a
friendly bunch that help each other out, whether it is help with rigging, help and advice or
collecting boats from all over the UK!
Particularly for those juniors in primary school, the firefly fleet is a great introduction to the
world of racing and sailing, who are enjoy being out with their friends whether it is on the
water racing crewing for their parents, playing on paddle boards after one of our Firefly
cruises or playing in the dinghy park.
If you are a family who would like to sail together with your kids rather than be left on the
quay, and looking for competitive racing or just sailing together, come and join the swarm.
Shaun Pollard
Firefly Class Captain
fireflies@dellquaysc.co.uk
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Sunday
Fundays!
New for 2021 we have introduced
Sunday Fundays for Junior Members
explains Carol Morley one of the
Junior leads. These sessions are all
about messing about in boats and
having fun with other Juniors.
Sunday Fundays operate over the summer months on alternate Sundays, you can choose
from Dinghy Sailing, Rowing, Stand-up Paddleboarding, Kayaking/Canoeing, you can do the
same thing or mix it up and do something different each time you attend.
We have should have had 3 sessions so far, but unfortunately, we had to cancel one due to it
being too Windy! The other 2 have been very well supported with really great feedback and
lots of smiles and a great atmosphere around the club.
If you wish to get involved in Sunday Fundays then head over to the Sunday Funday page on
the club website where you can find more information and you can register your interest.
Carol & Andy Morley

Kids just want to have Sunday Fundays! Take it from someone who
goes…
Sunday Funday is so much fun! It is the perfect
way for kids and teenagers to get on the water
and have fun with friends before the busy week
starts again. I have been on two of the Sunday
Fundays, doing sailing, and I have loved both of
them. We normally play some games and one of
the games that we played this time was pirates. In
this game, there are two people on each boat. The
first person is the helm and the second person’s
job is to jump onto other people’s boats and try
and capsize them. This was such a fun game to
play because people were falling in the water left
right and centre. We also played ‘It’ which was
also very enjoyable. This game was great
because it tested our skills to try and either catch someone or get away from someone. After
being on the water we all wash down the boats, kayaks and paddleboards and then go to get
a delicious bacon sandwich or some cake.
It is lovely because you don’t have to sail, you can paddleboard or kayak too. These are,
from what I hear, equally as fun. Everyone is really kind and there to help you out if you get
lost or stuck whilst also helping you to get better at whatever activity you are doing. This is
such a family friendly activity and I am defiantly going to try and come every time that I can
so that I can carry on having fun.

Amélie
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There are four sections to Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award, these are
Volunteering, Physical, Expedition and Skill. The club’s RYA Training Centre is supporting 8
junior members to complete the skill section this year.

“Powerboating is recognised by the Duke of Edinburgh Award as a ‘skill’ at the Bronze level”,
explained RYA Training Centre Principal Andy Morley. “We have been delivering RYA
Powerboat Level 2 in 2½ hour bitesize modules since May on alternate Thursday evenings to
8 Junior members who are working towards their Bronze award. This is the first time the

Training Centre has participated in the Duke of Edinburgh Award and both the juniors and
instructors are really enjoying the sessions”.

Those taking part are aged either 14 or 15 years and will continue with their powerboat
training until September. For those who reaching the required standard, which is no different
to the standard expected of the adults, they will receive a RYA Powerboat Level 2
qualification in addition to having their Duke of Edinburgh Award Skill signed off.

Andy added that “the smile on the face of the junior member when they master for example
bring a powerboat alongside is a delight to witness and incredible rewarding”.
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Harbour Youth Rangers
✓ Aged between 16-19?
✓ Concerned about the natural environment?
✓ Keen to help nature with practical conservation tasks in Chichester Harbour?
✓ Looking to gain some useful experience and insight into careers in the
environment?

Join us for a Youth Ranger ‘taster’ session at Dell Quay on the 4th or 19th August.
Taster sessions from 10.00am -1pm
These sessions are free of charge and bookable through Ticket Source from 9th July.

We are starting a Youth Ranger group in
Autumn 2021.
Please contact Jane at education@conservancy.co.uk
if you are interested in volunteering as a Youth
Ranger on a regular basis.
Typical tasks: footpath maintenance, improving
habitats, watching and surveying wildlife, tree
planting, meeting wildlife experts and working with
our Ranger and Education team.
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Volunteer focus

An Introduction to your Amazing Data
Services Secretary, Graham Causer!
I came into sailing rather late in life – I was almost 40 before I knew my tack from my gybe.
Having only moved to Chichester a couple of years earlier, I was enjoying an evening drink at
the Crown and Anchor, looked across the water, and said to my wife “I wouldn’t mind learning
to do that”………
I took a course or two, bought an old 420 and joined Dell Quay. Within a couple of years, I’d
joined the Sailing Committee. This didn’t last long, as I then answered a call to help with data
management in a new membership system the club had just started using, called Medusa. I
was then quickly “elevated” to the role of Honorary Data Services Secretary, and a position on
the General Committee. I thought I was just looking after membership data, but in the years
since I’ve assumed the roles of Berthing Officer (looking after dinghy berth allocations) and
Data Protection Officer (managing the role out of GDPR), as well as the unenviable job of
asking all members for their membership fees every year. We have recently migrated from
Medusa to Sailing Club Manager (SCM), and I’m now looking at ways we can improve our
management of data across all areas of the club.
For a brief couple of years, my daughters were also
members, and were lucky enough to get places on
Junior Week. Back in those days, parents were more
involved in the on-water side of the week, and I was
asked to be Safety Boat crew on the daysails to
Itchenor. One thing led to another (this happens quite
often at DQ!), and I soon took my Power Boat and
Safety Boat courses to become a helm. I then
answered another call from the club and became a
Power Instructor at the club. I have recently taken on
the role of Chief Instructor Power – I’m only a month
into this role, so am not too sure yet what I’ve let
myself in for!
My involvement in Junior Week continued after my
daughters decided sailing was for them. For the past
few years, I’ve been the Junior Week Co-ordinator.
This role involves all the admin and shore side
organisation, from booking boats, organising rotas,
managing the application process and working with
our Senior Instructor to make sure the week runs
smoothly.
I’ve seen many of our Juniors progress from beginners to competent sailors, to instructors
(teaching them how to drive a power boat along the way) and further. This year, we’re teaching
Power Boat Level 2 as part of the Duke of Edinburgh scheme. It’s seeing this progression, and
being a tiny, tiny part of it, that keeps me going through the dark winter evenings sat in front of
my computer doing all this “admin”.
Oh yes, I do also find a bit of time to sail. The old 420 didn’t last long – it was a long drag all
the way from the extension to the beach, and even further on the way back! I now sail a Laser
and can quite often be seen unintentionally getting in the way of the racers – sorry!
I couldn’t imaging not being involved in some way in Dell Quay. I’ve got to know so many
people and learnt so much about running a business that I hope Dell Quay has got as much
out of me as I have got out of the club.
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Cruising News

A Tale of Two Bank Holidays
It all started when I got a new toy in October 2020: a very
nice Moody 346 called Moody Moon.
I brought her round for Lift Out 2020, sure that if I asked
nicely, the nice man in charge would squeeze one 34 footer
onto the quay…but alas that man in charge was me, so I
enforced the rules and only allowed 26 footers. For various
reasons Moody Moon went into Chichester Marina after the
Lift Out, and then came the next lockdown, so I had no
access to her and worse no sailing.
So, when suitable tides coincided with a Bank Holiday
weekend, a trip was planned. But first, I needed to get the other cruisers in…
Early May Bank Holiday
The weekend started with a crane at 0700 on the Thursday 29
April, thankfully Chris R-M and I had brought Moody Moon on to
the Harbour Master’s pontoon the day before so we did not
have a silly o’clock start from home. After several hours of lifting
and placing cruisers on the mud north and south of the quay we
were done and had a very fine breakfast on the balcony. After
raising some masts, the tide duly came in and we were able to
make sure the cruisers got away to their moorings. Now with the
tide ebbing it was time to slip the pontoon and be away on the
first of many adventures to come.
As we had planned to go west into the Solent over the
weekend, we only went down to Hayling Island Sailing Club and picked up a mooring for the
night so we could carry a favourable tide next day. This did have its compensations: dinner in
the cockpit watching the sun go down. Friday 30 April dawned bright and calm and now with
the tide starting to run our way it was time to get under way, with Yarmouth as the destination
on the passage plan.
Oh how lovely it felt to be outside the harbour on a boat again,
engine off and a broad reach in about 7kts of breeze and a very
calm sea - just right for a first sail. As the morning passed, the
wind went round and now we were goose winged with a very
happy Crew. Slowly the wind dropped away and then headed us
as we went past Cowes, but thanks to the tide we were still doing
well and having hardened the sails in we were now close hauled
and going nicely with 7.4 knots showing on the log. However,
after a short while the wind died away completely and the clouds
started to build to the west so on with the iron topsail and
motored the last mile or so into Yarmouth.
Having called the Harbour Master in Yarmouth we were guided to an alongside pontoon
berth with walk ashore access. Time to stretch our legs and see a bit of Yarmouth as well as
toasting a successful first sail in the Bugle. Oh and maybe top up on some provisions for
tonight’s supper. We dined very well with steak in cream and mustard sauce with salad and a
bottle of wine. Slept very well lots of fresh air and sunshine.
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Saturday 1 May came with a fine forecast for drifting with Easterly
Force 1 to 2 so departing Yarmouth aiming for a Beaulieu and
Bucklers Hard. A gentle beat with Chris at the helm and me in
charge of tea and cake. Entering Beaulieu River it was engine-on
and a motor up the river through some beautiful boats and
scenery. I had not booked a berth so called to see if one was
available as we approached Bucklers Hard, “sorry fully booked”
was the reply. Having seen the numbers of people around the
Master Builders we were not that disappointed so we headed back
to the Solent. While going down the river I checked with
Bembridge to see if they had a spare berth, but they were also
fully booked; oh well, “we will go back to Emsworth!” said I “and
then we can then invite a couple of friends down for a sail.
Coming up to Gill Kicker Point we spotted SV Tenacious at anchor,
and a very fine sight she was. Tenacious is the only sea-going tall
ship in the world designed, built and sailed by a mixed-ability crew.
Then as we rounded Gill Kicker we saw some more flotsam and
jetsam in the form of HMS Queen
Elizabeth leaving harbour as she
departed on her maiden deployment.
Keeping well clear of her and the associated tugs and patrol boats
we continued under engine, as there was now no wind, to
Chichester Harbour. As we approached Emsworth the water was
getting shallower and shallower to the point where we were OK in the channel, but to get to
the pontoon to walk ashore was just not going to happen and so we turned round and went
back to Haying Island where we picked a mooring up again.
Sunday Morning was absolutely still and looked to be another great day, what a shame that
we had to go back up to Dell Quay on the tide - the office called on Monday despite the Bank
Holiday - but we found time for some work on Moody Moon before motoring back up the
harbour.
Late May Bank Holiday
It’s Friday 28 May and Moody Moon had been alongside the
quay pontoon for a couple of days while a solar panel gantry was
put up and a new engine oil pressure sensor was sourced, due
for delivery on Saturday 29th. That coincided with the Solo Open
Meeting at the club and Chris R-M and I were helping out for the
day, me until the oil pressure sensor arrived, as without that fitted
we were not going anywhere except back to the mooring with the
aid of a Patrol Boat! Thankfully the sensor arrived, was duly
fitted and resolved the issue. So we departed Dell Quay around 1700 on completion of the
Solo Open, as the tide was ebbing quite quickly now. We motored down the harbour to
Hayling Island Sailing Club again and pick up a mooring for the night. Dinner was served in
the cockpit watching the sun go down - perfect!

Quay News July 2021

19

Sunday 30 May, we had a leisurely breakfast while waiting for the tide with a forecast
Easterly 3-4 and sunny spells - Cowes here we come! We headed out into the Solent again
and got all the sail up, enjoying the goose winged drift as the forecast 3-4 was more like 2- 3
knots. Anyway, it was great to be back on the water with the sun out and calm waters, but
when the breeze, if you could call it that, dropped to
nothing it was time for the engine.
While rolling the jib away I found a small issue that
needed a bit of attention, the reefing line had wrapped
itself around the furler and forestay; not a big issue I
thought, heading forward to sort it out under engine with
the autohelm doing its thing. I soon had the issue sorted,
the jib rolled away and the main stowed. We motored into
Cowes via the small boat channel and headed south up
the Medina to the Folly, calling the Folly Berthing Master as we got to the end of the reach;
he guided us to a berth alongside just opposite the Folly itself.
We managed a couple of jobs on board Moody Moon and then
decided it was time for a walk, catching the ferry ashore and
enjoying the very pleasant walk up to Island Harbour for a beer.
As we walked back, we attempted a beer in the Folly, however
these are Covid-times and as we hadn’t booked there was no
room at the inn, so we soon found ourselves back on-board
Moody Moon.
Beer was served while waiting for a homemade Chinese Chicken
curry and rice to cook. We dined in the cockpit admiring the
amazing view as the sun went down while sampling some very
fine rum.
Monday 31 May had a leisurely breakfast and got under
way around 1000 to carry the tide back to Dell Quay. On
clearing Cowes harbour went to hoist the main and found
that the halyard had gone round the radar reflector. I’ll let
you imagine the words that were floating around upon
discovering that…… Anyway, we tried to retrieve the
situation and ended up with the proverbial ‘bag of
spanners’ wrapped around the spreaders and a lower
shroud; oh well, nothing for it but a broad reach under jib alone, so we motored up towards
Bembridge to get a better course for sailing back to Chichester. When we rolled the jib out,
the furler didn’t want to roll easily and the furling line wrapped around the fore stay again, so
not being happy with the situation we rolled the jib away again (with difficulty); something
was clearly not right and it went on the list for investigating when back at Dell Quay. But the
engine was running smoothly with the oil pressure exactly where it should be, so something
had gone right this week end! Back at the mooring we had a look at the furling gear but
couldn’t see anything obvious so decided a call to a friendly rigger was in order.
Piers Chamberlain
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Cruiser Day Sail - Saturday 19 June 2021
This outing was arranged to make use of a neap tide for a there-and-back sail, providing
company for those new to Dell Quay Cruisers. A lucky break in the weather made the
planned destination of Priory Bay (IOW) feasible.
Following torrential rain on Friday 18, Saturday provided a
fine window in the weather, cloudy with a light north / north
easterly wind, going south easterly in the afternoon, with just
a few splats of rain later in the day, and heavy rain due later.
A fleet of six boats took part, welcoming Mark and Rose
Coates, sailing their Centaur “Maria” on their first DQ cruise,
and welcoming back Tony and Judy Williams (who have
returned to the club) sailing “Windchat”. The other four boats
were Nick, Laura, Archie and Freddie Pearson (Sentoray),
Sue and Barrie Pearson (Fairwind), Martin Watson and Martin
Moss (Frith) and Peter and Jane Matthews (Opus IV).
A gentle run (no motor and making just 1.5 to 2 Kts) across Hayling Bay towards the IOW
provided additional company for Opus IV with a pair of very friendly dolphins joining the
cruise for 15-20 minutes. Sentoray, making close circuits of one of the anchored tanker
ships, managed to coax a few mackerel on board, presumably ones the dolphins hadn’t
wanted!
At Priory Bay most crews took to their tenders and went ashore. The two Martins set up a
barbeque to make the rest of just wish, and
young Archie went digging for lug worms
(successfully), Sue didn’t seem to be impressed!
The return from the beach provided some
interest. The wind having picked up and
blowing directly on to the Priory Bay shore, the
Williams’s outboard motor grounded, breaking
the shear pin, leaving them bravely paddling
back to Windchat until a passing RIB (or is it
RHIB?) gave them a tow. The next to leave being the Matthews’s who had to row the whole
way, and are now looking for a small outboard to add to the inventory!
The weather forecast was spot on for a change. The wind had turned southwards and
picked up to a fine F3/4, allowing a fetch back to Chichester, under full sail and making 4 to
4.5Kts. There were only a few drops of rain at Itchenor before we reached DQ at high tide.
Peter Matthews

Success in the 90th Round
The Island Race
Four Dell Quay cruisers (Cherete, Frith, Mon Amie and
Nokomis) took part in the annual Round the Island
Race all completing the 50nm course in under 10
hours. Congratulations go to Cherete (Brian Haugh)
who won the Silver Gilt Roman Bowl and Salver
awarded to the first boat overall in the ISCRS divisions
and the Trafalgar 200 Trophy for being overall winner
of the Group 8 ISCRS.
The Dell Quay team of Cherete, Frith (Martin Watson) and Nokomis (Adrian Moss) finished
6th. An excellent day out with Mon Amie (Mark Moranne), pictured, finishing 218, Frith, 234,
Nokomis 278 out of a fleet of 583 in the ISCRS race behind Cherete.
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Training

Why you should upgrade your PBL2
qualification to RYA Safety Boat
I’ve got a powerboat qualification – Why do I need RYA Safety Boat…I have been driving
Powerboats for years?
“This is something I hear often”, explains the club’s RYA Training Centre Principal Andy Morley.
“Members are sometimes upset when they are told they can’t helm a Patrol Boat without an
RYA Safetyboat qualification. They see it as the club being dismissive of their years of
experience and potentially high skill set”.
“Nothing could be further from the truth” says Andy. “Here at Dell Quay we have some very
experienced powerboat helms with hundreds of hours under their belt. However, Patrol Boat
helm requires a very different skill set and is more than boat handling. In the past I have
delivered a Safety Boat
course to very experienced
members
of
Weymouth
Lifeboat crew who recognised
that despite their extensive
powerboat handling skills they
did not have the necessary
skill set to deal with dinghy
rescue and salvage”.
The Power Level 2 course
covers coming alongside,
letting go, picking up a
mooring, anchoring, picking
up a man overboard and slow/
planning speed manoeuvring along with basic pilotage. There is nothing in the course that
prepares attendees with conducting rescuing of people and equipment.
The Safety Boat course equips attendees with the necessary skills to conduct a range of
rescues in ever increasing complex scenarios which include dealing with both single-hander
and double-hander capsize, mast stuck in the mud and total inversion. Probably the most
important rescue we teach is dealing with entrapment, which is when a dinghy crew member
is trapped underwater by the dinghy rig following a capsize/part or full inversion.
“Entrapment is very possible risk at Dell Quay” says Andy. “It is important that helms
immediately know how to respond if faced with such a scenario. On the safetyboat course we
do an exercise in the classroom where we usually discover that people start to run out of air
when trapped underwater after about 20 seconds and with everyone out of air by 2 minutes.
When faced with entrapment, in the best-case scenario helms have 2 minutes to arrive on
scene and effect the rescue, any longer than 2 minutes and it is likely to end in a fatality”.
In addition to dinghy rescue the course teaches rescuing of a variety of craft including
windsurfer. Andy adds, “as someone who is new to windsurfing and having been rescued
twice in the last 12 months by a Dell Quay Patrol Boat I have a vested interest in ensuring that
all Patrol Boat helms have the necessary skills to fulfil the duty”.
Details of the next safety boat course can be found on the club’s website at Powerboat Training
(dellquaysc.co.uk)”
Andy Morley
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Environment News

Many of the sailing clubs that the CHF
represent are reaching, or have recently
reached, their centenary. The Chichester
Harbour environment is part of our
organisations’ ‘estate’ and, we need it to be
healthy and able to thrive, for those who
will sail and work in the harbour for the
years ahead.
There has been, and continues to be, a
huge amount of work on the preservation
of the harbour. However, there is more we
can do.

Sadly we know that:
-

59% of salt marsh has been lost.
Chichester Harbour’s unique wildlife rich habitat is under significant pressure and
threat. The rate and scale of this biodiversity loss is likely to increase further as
climate change takes effect.
Last year’s Environment Agency’s Water and Sewage Companies’ report, made clear
that performance was unacceptable across the sector, and performance had
deteriorated for the second year in a row.’

The environment is part of many organisations’ corporate social responsibility. Programmes,
such as The Blue Planet, has increased awareness amongst the public of the threats to
marine environments. Sir David Attenborough has issued his strongest statement yet on the
threat posed to the world by climate change.
Since 2005 British Marine and the Royal Yachting Association have been working
The Environmental Initiative aims to facilitate the sharing of best practice through a forum of
CHF member organisations by providing a network of support and mentoring. Best practice
in this case is the implementation of widely recognised initiatives
promoted by our governing bodies; for example, the British Marine and
the Royal Yachting Association Green Blue Programme.
The CHF structure is a unique conduit to member organisations and
key stakeholders and partners - The Conservancy, The Friends of
Chichester Harbour, and The Chichester Harbour Trust. An
environmental forum would allow the Federation to develop a better
understanding of their stakeholders’ environmental interests. It would
also facilitate the flow of information and initiatives between
stakeholders.’
At the CHF 2021 Spring Meeting, Richard Craven spoke about how CHF organisations can
contribute to protecting the Harbour. He stated the Conservancy’s aim to be net carbon
neutral – 2050 Vision, as well as placing the environment at the front of everything they do.
He said that it would be ‘fantastic if clubs could embrace this and be part of it.’
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CHF Environmental Forum
The aim of the Forum is to be an informal and friendly group who are working to make things
happen in our lovely harbour by decreasing the impact on the environment by our clubs and
organisations. So, baby steps – all progress forward is helpful
An email invite was sent out to each of the 4 categories of CHF members to invite their
environmental lead or other representative to an online meeting regarding the following 2
questions:
1.
2.

What would help?
How could the CHF facilitate this?

22 people attended in April and similar in May representing 12 organisations.
What we discussed
Various ideas and suggestions were put forward during the April meeting.
These have been themed into the following:
1.

Networking, Support and Learning from each other and sharing of practices
Identify what steps other clubs taken.
Share how clubs have engaged with their members and stakeholders
The sharing of action plans and information on policies.
Peer review within the group.
A buddy system (club to club)

2.

Storing and Sharing Information
There is a need to identify a portal to share environmental strategies, action plans,
templates and how to raise awareness. Make links to key organisations and their
progress.

3.

Education
Some of the issues and hopes were around education – ‘we want to educate our boat
owners so they know how to behave responsibly’.

4.

Benchmarking and Baseline
Several comments re carrying out a ‘synopsis of what we have done and where we
are at’. Establishing a baseline survey of where organisations are with their
environmental initiatives in respect of whether they have an established group, lead,
policy/strategy, action plan etc will enable progress to be assessed. If you have not
already done so please can you return the attached Baseline Survey. This will be
helpful so that we know where we are starting from.

5.

Regular Forum
Participants unanimously agreed to have a regular forum, possibly every other month.
It was said that ‘this is a fantastic opportunity and will accelerate knowledge and
decelerate environmental impact,’ and ‘we are all cogs in a wheel but imagine how
effective we could be if we could work together?’

6.

Getting started
There was an expectation the forum would enable organisations to get started - with
some key pointers such as getting a team to help, keeping an environmental policy
simple etc. Each club is different and at different stages, but there are common things
we can work on.

7.

Water Quality
Individuals continue to voice their concerns regarding this. It is truly a complex
problem and important that concerns are captured and accurate facts communicated.
Already there has been one small change as a result of this. Sweare Deep will now
be monitored which fill the gap in water sampling in this area.
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8.

Businesses could be better involved
There is a suggestion that businesses could be better involved in issues and activities
around the harbour and that volunteer organisations could lean more on these
businesses. For example we know that Premier Marina Chichester managed by Paul
Cook is the first marina in the country to achieve ISO 14001

The following has been established:
a)

It has been agreed that a CHF committee member will have an Environmental remit
which I am pleased to be doing.

b)

Environment Links have been identified in many member organisations so that key
stakeholders can be involved in developing a plan.

c)

A CHF Environment Forum has been established – to share best practice, identify
issues and potential actions and feed into the CHF Chairman’s and the Conservancy
committees.
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Still to do
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

Establish an environmental baseline of each participating organization.
Agree a realistic action plan identifying some key elements the CHF organisations
could work on resulting in a critical mass achieving a substantial change. By going
further and producing a 1, 3 , 5 and 10 year plan that will work along side CHF
member organisations but also achieve some of the actions as identified in the C
onservancy AONB plan. We think we want to initially focus on:
a.
All CHF Clubs and Organisations to have an environmental infrastructure,
carry out a review and identify some actions
b.
Create awareness around wildlife and biodiversity protection.
c.
Measure current usage of electricity and water
d.
Plan to reduce usage of both
e.
Focus on better management of grey and black water
f.
Reduce litter around the harbour - picks etc.
The above needs to be embraced by education and awareness
Establish an online storage system to provide templates, shared documents etc.
Establish an Environmental page on the CHF website promoting the variety of work
around the harbour by organisations, including case studies as well as signposting
resources.
Regular eNews letters to promote the above

So how do we do this? – one step at a time. It is great to have everyone working towards the
same goals and hopefully that collective effort will result in progress being made.
Of course – here at DQSC we have our own Environmental Group led by Chris Pritchard,
supported by Dom Buchanan, Mark Moranne, Sue Nash and Rachel Russell Wells
You can find the DQSC Environmental Policy and Strategy here
If you would like to join or help in any way you can please email:
dqscenvironmental@dellquaysc.co.uk
We would very much appreciate your help.
Sue Nash
DQSC CHF Representative federation_rep@dellquaysc.co.uk
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We Need You!
Situations Vacant @DQSC
As a ‘by the members, for the members’ Club, your contributions in time and expertise
are vital. Please get in touch if you are interested in any of the opportunities below, or
would like to talk about anything else you would like to get involved in!
Quay News Editor
We are looking for someone to take on the role of editing and compiling this magazine. The
Club will provide software, templates and training. It’s a fun role getting to bring together the
best bits of DQSC two times a year for the enjoyment of members.
Contact Ben Alcott commodore@dellquaysc.co.uk
Green Team
We’re looking to expand the team supporting delivery of the DQ Environmental Strategy. If
you have an interest in the environment and want to help DQSC do even better, then this is
for you.
Contact Mark Moranne vicecommodore@dellquaysc.co.uk
Accountancy Expertise
Getting our accounts right is vital. Our Treasurer and Reporting Accountant are looking for
another qualified accountant to join the team, initially to support accounts preparation.
Contact Chris Rigg-Milner treasurer@dellquaysc.co.uk
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